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OFFICIAL CAMP MEETING 

JANUARY 14 IN SAN JOSE  
 PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND 

 

Camp 1440 will have its first official camp 

meeting in several years.  We will meet at 

Oak Hill Memorial Park in San Jose on 

Saturday, January 14, 2017, at 2 PM.  

Should you attend? 

 

Consider this:  other SCV Camps meet 

regularly, participate in memorials at 

gravesites, visit historic places, have 

speakers at meetings, have dinners, pic-

nics, and parades, and restore old 

graves, and acquire headstones for un-

marked graves.  They also provide uni-

formed color guards at meetings of the 

United Daughters of the Confederacy, 

award medals to ROTC cadets, write arti-

cles, give and listen to lectures, and give 

history presentations to school students.   

Why can’t Camp 1440 have such activi-

ties?  We can, but only with the willing 

participation of the members of our camp.  

Will you help? 

At our meeting on January 14, we will 

discuss several things, including projects, 

cooperation with other heritage groups, 

offices and officers, and the location of 

Confederate veteran graves in Oak Hill.  

Please give us your suggestions.  This 

meeting will also allow us to meet with 

like-minded individuals in a spirit of broth-

erhood and patriotism.  Bring your sons, 

nephews, brothers, cousins, uncles – any 

family member who might be interested 

and qualified in joining our ranks.  Guests 

are welcome. 

We may have a walking tour of Confeder-

ate gravesites in Oak Hill after the busi-

ness meeting, weather permitting.  Bring 

a jacket, hat or umbrella just in case. 

CAMP 1440 IS REACHING OUT!  NEW  
ALLIANCES, NEW OPPORTUNITIES 

David and Pearl Pyle at September      
Meeting of the United Daughters of  the 

Confederacy 

 

I and David Pyle (new Lt. Commander of 

Camp 1440) have been working hard to 

achieve a better future for Camp 1440. 

One of our main strategies for doing this 

is to cooperate with other heritage 

groups, and forge ties of friendship with 

them.  Groups we seek to cooperate with 

(in random order) include the Sons of 

Union Veterans, Civil War Roundtables, 

the United Daughters of the Confedera-

cy, historical societies, and veterans 

groups.  From such groups we may trade 

speakers for meetings, seek and provide 

members to and from such groups, and 

hold joint memorials, dedications and 

ceremonies.   

One very important alliance is that with 

REACHING OUT!  (Continued) 
 

the United Daughters of the Confeder-

acy, specifically, the San Francisco 

Jefferson Davis Chapter 540.   Chapter 

540 is an inspiration as to what can be 

accomplished on behalf of our Confed-

erate ancestors.  David Pyle, his 

daughter Pearl and I were guests at 

Chapter 540’s meeting on September 

24, and were impressed with what we 

saw there.  The UDC ladies have an 

active organization with regular month-

ly meetings and excellent attendance.  

Although they are the San Francisco 

Chapter, they regularly meet in San 

Jose.  The UDC Chapter has an ongo-

ing project to document every Confed-

erate veteran’s grave in California and 

have already compiled quite a list.   

We were treated to a history presenta-

tion by Sami Campagna, who present-

ed charts and maps and a movie clip, 

describing the battle of the ironclads.    

The Jeff Davis Chapter takes a break 

for lunch, dining on dishes brought by 

the members for a potluck, and re-

sumes their chapter meeting an hour 

later.  The ladies asked young Pearl 

Pyle who her favorite Confederate 

woman was, and Pearl told them her 

name and described her accomplish-

ments!  

The Jefferson Davis Chapter 540 has 

been in operation for well over 100 

years.  They date back to 1901, and 

were active in the welfare of Confeder-

ate veterans who had moved to Califor-

nia.  The Chapter purchased a dozen 

grave plots in Cypress Lawn cemetery 

in Colma, and as local veterans died, 

the plots were used for their final rest-

ing places.  (Continued on Page 2) 

ATTEND OUR CAMP MEETING,      

Saturday, January 14, 2 PM 

Oak Hill Memorial Park 

300 Curtner Avenue 

San Jose, CA 95125 

Room 410 

(408) 297-2447 

 

Any questions?  Call me, Gary Waltrip 
at (408) 427-2849.  Leave a message.  
Or email me at gwcpa1@gmail.com. 



 

REACHING OUT! (Continued from page 1) 

These graves were unmarked for 80 years.  

Camp 1440, under then commander Kevin 

Collins, acquired headstones for most of 

these graves.  The others may be given head-

stones at a later time, if we can confirm the 

identity of the veterans therein. 

In April, Camp 1440 will participate with UDC 

Chapter 540 in a memorial ceremony at the 

site of these graves.  Exact date and time will 

be supplied in a later newsletter. 

CAMP 1440 MEMBERS VIEW SAN JOSE’S 

VETERANS DAY PARADE 

Our newest member is Linn Malaznik.  

Linn is also a member of the Sons of Un-

ion Veterans, Phil Sheridan Camp 4. 

The Phil Sheridan Camp 4 marched in 

the San Jose Veterans Day Parade on 

November 11.  David Pyle, his family and 

I were there as spectators, to view the 

parade and support Linn. The question 

is, why wasn’t Camp 1440 represented?  

We have plans to correct that for next 

year’s parade.  However, we will need to 

purchase reproduction Confederate uni-

forms and equipment. Who among us is 

willing to invest?  More about this later. 

David , his two young sons and I wore 

our Confederate kepis.  No one criticized 

us, no one objected, and no one even 

gave us dirty looks.  During the parade 

three sheriffs rode by on horseback, and 

one of them rode over to us, smiled, and 

gave us the “thumbs up.”  He must have 

been from the South. 

The next Veterans Day Parade is almost 

a year away, in November 2017.  We 

have plenty of time to acquire uniforms 

and equipment.  Anyone who is interest-

ed in participating, please contact me. 

We will inquire of parade officials if they 

object to the display of the Confederate 

battleflag.  We will cross that bridge 

when we come to it. 

 

Please note, it is not a requirement of 

our Camp nor of Sons of Confederate 

Veterans that anyone buy a uniform or 

participate in reenacting.   Participa-

tion in such is strictly voluntary. 

Back when I was reenacting, uniforms 

and equipment came in handy, not just 

for reenacting, but in making presenta-

tions to middle schools on the history of 

the War Between the States.  The kids 

loved it!  With a core of uniformed and 

equipped members, we might reach out 

to schools and offer ourselves for histori-

cal presentations.  Perhaps we could get 

Sons of Union Vets to join us in a joint 

presentation. 

KEPIS AND UNIFORMS 

There is a lot of use to be had from uni-

forms, muskets and equipment.  They 

can be used for such things as: 

• Veterans Day Parades 

• Memorial Day  Events 

• Support for UDC Events and Meet-
ings as Color Guards 

• Educational Presentations 

• SCV Division and national  meetings 

• Gray/Blue Balls 

• Reenactments (if so inclined) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Last March when David Pyle and I attend-

ed the California Division Annual Meeting 

in Bakersfield, we noted the beautiful uni-

forms of the Bakersfield Color Guard at 

our dinner meeting.  One of the guards 

told me he had acquired his uniform for 

only $250, as a package deal offered by 

an online sutler.  (Sutlers were the mer-

chants who supplied troops during the 

WBTS.)  Sutlers today supply reenactors 

with many reproduction items from the 

War for Southern Independence and oth-

er wars (Revolutionary, War of 1812, 

etc). 

 

The first uniform item you may want to 

buy is a Confederate Kepi (soldier’s cap 

— see photo in column 2, this page). 

 

Very presentable kepis can be pur-

chased at budget prices at C&C Sutlery, 

http://www.ccsutlery.com/store/cs-

budget-uniforms.html. 

Budget uniforms can also be purchased 

there. 

 

PASSING SOUTHERN HERITAGE  

ON TO SUCCEEDING GENERATIONS 

 

My only natural grandson, Danny Waltrip, 

was here for Christmas, and the subject 

of the “Civil War” came up.  He indicated 

he was interested in the history of our 

family.  I gave him a photograph of his 

great, great, great grandfather, Pvt. 

George W. Waltrip, of L Co, 4th Alabama 

Cavalry.  I also showed him a picture of 

his ggg grandpa’s grave.  Then I gave 

him one of my Confederate kepis, a book 

about the war, and one of my Confeder-

ate Veteran magazines.  I also showed 

him my reproduction 1855 Enfield rifle.  

He was hooked.   

 

It is important to pass on our Southern 

pride and heritage to younger members 

of our family.  Lt. Commander David Pyle 

does this very well with his two young 

sons and daughter.  The Pyle children 

have period clothing and lots of books 

about the Confederacy, and his children 

regularly participate in heritage events 

and observances.  If you have school-

age youngsters in your family, consider 

bringing them to our meeting on January 

14 (see page 1 for details).   

It is up to you to keep your family herit-

age alive.  The media and academia 

won’t do it.  Don’t let  your children and 

grandchildren grow up believing that their 

Confederate ancestors were villains. 
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MEET THE FRIENDS AND 

MEMBERS OF CAMP 1440 

Charmin Barry, President of San 
Francisco UDC Jefferson Davis 

Chapter 540 

 

Ms. Barry cordially invited members of 
Camp 1440 to attend her UDC Chap-
ter meeting on Sept 24.  We were 
amazed at the level of enthusiasm and 
active participation of the members.   
Can SCV Camp 1440 achieve this lev-
el of success? 

Sami Campagna of UDC Jeff Davis 
Chapter 540 Speaks on the Battle of 
the Ironclads, Sept 24, 2016. 
 

Sami is involved in various veteran 
and heritage support activities.  We 
saw her at the San Jose Veterans Day 
Parade and watched the parade with 
her.  She has agreed to speak at a 
future meeting of Camp 1440. 
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David Pyle and his daughter Pearl, at-
tending the September meeting of the 
San Francisco Chapter of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy. 

Pearl wowed ‘em with her knowledge of  
women Confederates.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Pyle Tries On His First             
Confederate Kepi    

Since I met him less than a year ago,  
David Pyle has been my right-hand man 
in efforts to grow, invigorate and reacti-
vate Camp 1440.  To show my apprecia-
tion, I presented him with the fine kepi 
that he is wearing in this picture. 

MEET JOSHUA LAI OF BERKELEY 

Joshua Lai is our youngest member at 
age 23.  He is a recent college graduate 
of California State University, East Bay.  
He lives in Berkeley, California.   

Joshua has been a member for about 
four years, and one of our most dedicat-
ed.  When we started trying to have meet-
ings again, he always showed up, even  

when no one else did.  A few times the 
meetings consisted of then Commander 
James Bonds, me and Joshua.  Below 
are some photos of Joshua in his Confed-
erate artillery uniform at a reenactment.  
We salute Joshua for his dedication, loy-
alty and enthusiasm! 



BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS FOR                
CONFEDERATE DESCENDANTS 

There are many great books that defend the 
Confederacy and refute the Northern Myth, 
i.e., that the War was a moral crusade to end 
slavery.  Here are two books (among many) 
that I heartily recommend. 

1. When In The Course of Human 
Events:  Arguing the Case for    
Southern Secession,  

       by Charles Adams. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Slavery Was Not the Cause of the War 
Between the States—The Irrefutable 
Argument, by Gene Kizer, Jr. 
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CONFEDERATES ON FACEBOOK 

There is an active Confederate com-
munity on FaceBook.  It consists of 
SCV Camps across the country, UDC 
Chapters, reenactors, authors, and 
Southern heritage activists.  Here are 
some of them you may wish to friend or 
follow on FaceBook: 

Arlene Barnum—Arlene is one of the 
most energetic and articulate activists 
who support Confederate history, mon-
uments, statues, flags and gravesites.  
She is a Confederate descendant, and 
she is also of African descent.  She 
lives in Oklahoma. 

There are no better Confederates to-
day than Arlene Barnum.  She is the 
recipient of many awards and procla-
mations from Southern heritage 
groups. 

Arlene Barnum 

Arlene is not the only black person who 
has rejected the Northern Myth.  Also 
check out Newson Gregory and H.K. 
Edgerton. 

 

 

Other FaceBook Confederates in-
clude: 

Kirk David Lyons 

Kirk is an attorney in North Carolina 
and head of the Southern Legal Re-
source Center.  He sues employers 
and governmental entities who violate 
the Constitutional rights of Confeder-
ate supporters.  He recently filed suit 
against the  Roswell, Georgia Police 
Department for firing a lady cop.  The 
cop had a Confederate flag  in her 
garage, someone complained, and 
that was the reason she was fired. 

Perry Charles Lunsford 

Charlie, as his friends call him, is an 
articulate, college educated member 
of the SCV.  In 1994, he debated the 
Governor of Georgia, Zell Miller, on 
national television’s Larry King Live 

about Georgia’s state flag. The Gov 
wanted to remove the battleflag from 
the state flag.  Charlie demolished 
Miller’s arguments.  Unfortunately, 
some years later the flag was 
changed anyway.  However, the de-
bate with Zell showed how effective a 
Confederate defender can be when 
he is informed, courageous and artic-
ulate.  Charlie lives in Georgia. 

Lee Collins 

Lee Collins lives in Marietta, Georgia, 
and is a member of the SCV.  Back 
when Sean Hannity (now a TV star on 
Fox News) was hosting a local Geor-
gia radio program, he made the mis-
take of tangling with Lee.  Hannity 
said on the air the SCV members 
were simply the Klan in suits and ties, 
and invited anyone on who wanted to 
debate it.  Lee Collins accepted, and 
in debate, whipped Hannity’s behind 
until it glowed in the dark.  Hannity 
soon apologized on the air as listen-
ers abandoned his program in droves. 

Donnie Kennedy 

Donnie is the co-author of the im-
portant book “The South Was Right.”  
He and his brother Ron have written a 
number of books that defend the Con-
federacy.  Their book on slavery is a 
real eye-opener.  Search for their 
books on Amazon.com. 

At the risk of being mistaken for 

“virtue signaling,” we hereby af-

firm that any male descendant of 

a Confederate soldier is wel-

come to join with us in friendship 

and brotherhood, regardless of 

race, creed or color.  We con-

demn race-hate groups and 

there is no racial bigotry in our 

ranks, either intended or implied.  



CONFEDERATE PICS OF THE DAY 

Three Confederate Soldiers, probably Virginians. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These soldiers are wearing Type I Richmond Depot shell 
jackets.  Note the shoulder straps and trim on the collars 
and sleeves.  Such trim could be red for artillery, blue for 
infantry, and yellow for cavalry.  Some uniforms, howev-
er, had black trim.   

Two soldiers are wearing kepis, and one is wearing a 
Hardee’s style slouch hat.  Hardee hats were black and 
had one side pinned up.  Regular slouch hats could be 
bowlers, broad-brimmed cowboy style hats, in a variety 
of styles.  These were generally of civilian origin. 

The above uniforms are early war.  As the war wore on, 
trim was used less or not at all, and slouch hats replaced 
kepis, as the former protected better against sun and 
rain.  Shoulder straps disappeared and fewer buttons 
were used, to cope with diminishing supplies. 

Due to the Yankee blockade, dyes were scarce and 
many Confederate uniforms had to be colored with a 
home-made dye that created a color called butternut.  
Butternut is usually a beige or tan color, but it can also 
be brown.   

Wool was used in early uniforms, but later on a cheaper 
cloth was used, a blend of wool and cotton called Jean 
cloth.   

PLEASE HELP THIS NEWSLETTER! 

Send photos and details about your ancestor’s service.  
We welcome letters to the editor as well as articles.  If 
you reenact, tell us about that and send photos of you in 
uniform.   LET US GET TO KNOW YOU! 
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CAMP 1440 MEMBER ANCESTORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MY ANCESTOR, my great grandfather, Pvt. George Washington 
Waltrip, L Co, 4th Alabama Cavalry, Roddy’s Brigade.  Photo 
taken many years after the war. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grave of Joshua Lai’s ancestor, Thomas Michael Blackwell, 
Chaplain of the 11th Mississippi Volunteers.  His son fell at Get-
tysburg. 

 

Until next time….HAVE A HAPPY NEW YEAR.  See you at the 
Camp meeting on January 14. 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more information 

about membership activities and 

events.   

Gary Waltrip 

1800 Hemlock Ct 

Hollister, CA 95023 

 

(408) 427-2849 

Email: 

gwcpa1@gmail.com 

 

Visit us on the web at 

www.scvcamp1440.blogspot.com 

 

Follow me on FaceBook 

CAMP MEETING NOTICE 

Camp 1440 will have its first official camp meeting in several years.  

We will meet at Oak Hill Cemetery in San Jose on Saturday, Janu-

ary 14, 2017.  Please plan to attend!   

Here are the specifics: 

 

Saturday, January 14, 2 PM 

Oak Hill Memorial Park 

300 Curtner Avenue, San Jose, CA 95125 

Room 410 

(408) 297-2447 

 

Guests are welcome!  Bring any friends or family who might be in-

terested in Southern heritage.  After the meeting, we will take a 

walking tour of Confederate graves in Oak Hill Cemetery, weather 

permitting.  Bring a jacket and a hat or umbrella, just in case! 

 

Camp 1440 

Sons of Confederate Veterans 

1800 Hemlock Ct 

Hollister, CA 95023 

PLACE 

STAMP 

HERE 


