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Compatriots and Friends of the Confederacy:  
 
I am humbled and honored to have the confidence of the men of the California Division, Sons of 
Confederate Veterans to lead the Division.  I thank you all for the vote of confidence.  I have very 
big shoes to fill, Commander Cooley, is the epitome of dedication, and enthusiasm protecting 
our Southern Heritage and honoring our Confederate Ancestors.  Thank you commander Farrell 
Cooley for your leadership, dedication and friendship.   
Gentlemen, the attacks are on heritage are increasing, we all must get busy and respond to 
these attacks, I call on each of you to rally the men of your camps and defend our heritage and 
our ancestors. I look forward to serving the men of the division and honoring our Confederate 
heritage. 
I would like to THANK Scott Price as my Lt. commander; Jon Fowler as the Commander of the 
"Upper Southern California Brigade" aka "Shelby Brigade"; Dave Sanders as the Commander of 
the "Deep South" brigade aka "Bailey Brigade"; Rev. William Bower Division Chaplain, & 
everyone who holds officership within the California Division. Your leadership is important to our 
success.  
And of course my lovely wife and 1st Lady of the California Division, Deanne. 
 
DEO VINDICE, 
 
Steve Smith 
CA. Division Commander 
SCV Camp 302  
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On Providence 

“The truth is this: The march of Providence is so slow and our desires to impatient; the work of progress is 

so immense and our means of aiding it so feeble; the life of humanity is so long, that of the individual so 

brief, that we often see only the ebb of the advancing wave and are thus discouraged. It is history that 

teaches us to hope.”  

Robert E. Lee 

 -– A note found in his briefcase upon death —  



 
Color Guard and Salute 

Union Cemetery, Bakersfield, Calf. March 15th, 2015 
Tim Desmond, Roy Adair, Ira Lack, Steve Smith, Jim Stephens 

 
UDC Headstone Dedication Service 
Union Cemetery, March 15th, 2015 

SCV Division Convention, Bakersfield California  
 



Who are you? 

 
Recently actor Ben Affleck attempted to 

hide that his ancestors owned slaves which 

was discovered on the PBS show “Finding 

Your Roots” out of embarrassment.  

Unfortunately the actor’s discomfort with 

his heritage is likely motivated more from a 

sense of what is acceptable by the Hollywood 

elite than from a desire to understand the 

actions of his ancestors.  Affleck was born in 

Berkeley, California, and raised largely in 

Massachusetts, so it’s a pretty safe bet that 

his views on issues like slavery and the War 

Between the States were likely formed by a 

Northern, historical revisionist—agenda.  

And now he wrestles with the truth that one 

of his ancestors was engaged in something 

that this view finds unconscionable and his 

first response is to hide them and pretend 

that they don’t exist. 

 

As a priest living in California, I 

frequently talk with people who are lost 

and don’t know who they are, and who 

know almost nothing about their roots.  

Many go through crisis moments, and 

without the anchors of faith and family, 

they crumble.  In their modern, hurried, 

and harried life, most do not know who 

they are nor whose they are – and almost 

everything is both temporary and 

disposable. 

 

So who am I?  It’s a question that our 

Confederate ancestors never had to ask.  

They always knew who they were because 

they were grounded in God, family and the 

land.  

 

The land.  For most Confederates there 

was an abiding sense that God has given 

unto us the stewardship of the land.  

Starting at whatever the immediate family 

owned and working out to one’s county 

then state, the Confederate soldier took his 

identity from an abiding sense of place.  If 

asked who they were, a common answer 

might be ‘I’m Joe Jackson from Walton 

County, Georgia’.  There was a sense of 

pride in being from a place, and a sense of 

duty whenever that place, whether it was 

the homestead, the town, the county, the 

state or the entire South, was threatened in 

any way.  This sense of stewardship was 

not just a concept, but a moral precept to 

care for and protect what God had 

entrusted to them. 

 

The family.  In the antebellum South there 

was perhaps nothing more important than 

the family.  For the Confederate soldier, 

his name told what kind of people he came 

from as well as for whom he was fighting.  

His family structure was nuclear, and 

ordered on Biblical principles with the 

father, more often than not, taking on the 

role of the "planter-patriarch".  Each 

child knew their ‘kin’ and who their 

ancestors were and what they had done 

with their live – both good and bad.  This 

was seen as important as each person was 

a part of that familial bond which was not 

only here today, but also stretched into the 

Kingdom to come. 

 

God.  A crucial portion of the Southern 

"way of life" was a belief and dependence 

on Almighty God.  Although Southern 

religious devotion prior to the war was 

somewhat compulsory (it would later 

change in the mass conversions of young 

men in the camps) there was always the 

understanding that each man is made in 

the image and likeness of God.  With that 

also came the understanding that God is 

the provider of all things including a sense 

of morality that became the basis for our 

law and governance.  After the war it was 

the new religious fervor, and the 

identification with the suffering Christ, 

that allowed the Southerner to endure the 

hardships of Reconstruction. 

 

Who are you?  As a Southerner this is a 

simple answer for me that doesn’t require 

thought or effort.  I am a sinner, a child of 

God, and a servant of Christ.  I am the 



head of my household, a father, a husband, 

a son, and a great-great grandson of 

several Confederate veterans.  I’m a native 

Georgian (albeit currently living in exile in 

California), and I’m an American.  Who 

are you? 

 

There are many people in our families, 

places of work and communities who need 

help in answering that question 

themselves.  As members of the Sons of 

Confederate Veterans we are called to help 

others in a very profound way.  We can 

help them with their genealogy which will 

let them discover their ancestors and 

where they lived.  We can help them with 

understanding just how interconnected we 

are through both family and place.  And 

ultimately we can share with others the 

‘faith of our fathers’ so that they too can 

have that “peace which passes all 

understanding” which only comes from a 

devotion to God.   

 

Ultimately as members of the Sons of 

Confederate Veterans we can help people 

discover ‘who’ they really are as people. 

 

Yours in the Faith, 

The Rev. Canon William Bower, SSC 

California Division Chaplain  

 

*** 

 
Gentlemen of the California Division:  
 
It was my honor to lead the California Division 
SCV for the past 4 years. Thank You for your 
kind words, support and encouragement I 
received.  
 
Thank You to everyone who supported our 
Division Convention in Bakersfield this past 
March. I believe it was a record turn-out in 
terms of attendance. I appreciated hearing from 
our up and coming leaders, such as Rev. William 
Bower, Compatriot Steven Browning and Cmdr. 
Dan Shepard. I enjoyed hearing from all of you 
during our business meeting and leadership 
seminar. Special Thanks goes out to Past Lt. 
Cmdr. John Smoley, Division Heritage Officer 

Steve Smith, Past ATM, Division Cmdr. Chuck 
Norred and Division Web Master, Mike Climo.  
Vern Padgett, Division Adjutant has always had 
my back and I believe he knows how much I 
appreciate him.  Also, to Past Division Chaplain 
Ernie Powell for his sincere dedication and 
support, thanks. And, there are many others, 
such as each camp commander and adjutant 
who communicated with me during my terms 
to solve problems or get things done. Men like 
Tim Desmond, Jim Stephens, Roy Adair, Steve 
Madden, Jon Fowler, Allen Davis, and Scott 
Price, Richard Kline, Charles Smith, Floyd Farrar 
and David Sanders. Just remember, that your 
contributions are noticed and appreciated and I 
apologize to anyone I may have not mentioned, 
but worked to help our division succeed. Thank 
You Again!!!  
 
I tried to give my position as much as I could 
give, despite working full time. There were ups 
and downs, and that is natural. It couldn’t of 
ended better with all of you in attendance at 
the convention where I was hosting for my first 
time, but also ending my second term as 
Division Commander. Thank You to every one of 
you!!! 
 
A thought and a wish:  
 
I wish our few camps that are inactive would 
pick up speed and get busy. Once you 
determine to accomplish a goal, all it takes is 
some time and energy. Maybe some PR and 
reaching out to others. Use the phone and don’t 
depend upon e.mail for everything you do. 
Volunteer, and change your attitude as this 
being an opportunity rather than a necessity or 
chore. At a minimum, you should be honoring 
the graves in your neighborhood on CS 
Memorial Day. (Take a picture and send to our 
web master for your camp web page.) How 
about conducting a charity project under the 
umbrella of the SCV. (Make a big deal of it and 
send for publication or publish your own camp 
newsletter and send copy to the web master.) 
You should be conducting a few meetings per 
year and working to connect with your 
members. You should join the reenactments in 
your area, set up a table to recruit new 
members for the SCV and your camp.  Try fund 
raising so the camp can donate toward projects 



such as our Division Heritage Fund Raiser. All 
these efforts can be accomplished with little 
effort. As a leader in the SCV, you should seek 
out new officers and encourage their 
involvement. Don’t hog the show, but 
encourage others to take a leadership role and 
get some work done. Our organization needs 
new growth and if you’re holding the camp back 
and not encouraging new growth and 
development, then you’re the problem, not the 
solution. Please re-evaluate your net worth and 
make the tough decision to hand it over to 
another who is better qualified or better suited 
or better educated or just has more fire in their 
soul. Our leadership positions need worker bees 
not fence posts and title seekers.  
 
Yours in the Bonds of the South!!! 
Farrell D. Cooley 
Past SCV Calf. Division Commander ’11-‘15 
 

***  

 
Robert George Frazier, Camp 2048 

Wreaths across America 2015 

 
Calf. Div. Heritage Officer Steve Smith 

Camp 302 Cmdr. Jim Stephens 
Camp 302 Chaplain Ernie Powell 

Wreaths across America 2015 

 
Confederate Memorial Day 2015 

SCV Camp 1804 Fresno Calf.  
 

 
SCV Camp 1627 Sacramento 2015 

Cmdr. Allen Davis & Adjutant Tad Smith  
(In the center)  

 

 
Calf. SCV Division Changing of the Guard 

March 14th, 2015, Bakersfield, CA 
 

Newly Elected Div. Lt. Cmdr. Scott Price 
Div. Shelby Brigade Cmdr.  Jon Fowler 

Calf. Div. Cmdr. Steve Smith 
Div. Bailey Brigade Cmdr. David Sanders 

Past Calf. Div. Cmdr. Farrell D. Cooley 
 



 
Past Cmdr / Adjutant F. Cooley, Camp 1770 

Cmdr. Scott Price 
Judge Advocate Robert Williams 
Heritage Officer Ryan Williams 

We flagged about 90 graves for National 
Memorial Day Services at Santa Ana & 

Fairhaven Cemeteries 
 
 

 
SCV Camp 302 Color Guard 
National Memorial Day 2015 

Mt. Hope Cemetery San Diego 
Div. Brigade Cmdr. David Sanders 

Calf. Div. Cmdr. Steve Smith w/Div. Flag 
Camp Cmdr. Jim Stephens w/Camp Flag  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
SCV Camp 302  

Confederate Memorial Day 
CS Monument Mt Hope Cemetery 

San Diego 2015 
 
 
 

 
SCV Camp 1770 

Confederate Memorial Day  
May 3rd, 2015 

Salute 
By 

1st NC Cavalry 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
SCV Camp 1770 

Judge Advocate Robert Williams 
Camp Cmdr. Scott Price 

Nat’l. Mem. Day 2015 
Santa Ana Cemetery 

 

 
~Super Dedicated~ 

Richard Kline Camp 1804 Fresno 
Union Cemetery Headstone Dedication 

Bakersfield 2015 

 
1866 

Antique Engraving w/Patina 
Appreciation Gift for CIC Kelly Barrow 

SCV Calf. Division Reunion 2015 

 
SCV Camp 1627 Sacramento &  

Cmdr. Allen Davis organized this event… 
Referenced in their local newspaper  



 
 

“Yankees expect to make war pay. Yankees do not undertake anything that does not pay. They think we 
belong to them. We have been good milk cows, milked by the tariff—or skimmed. We let them have all of 
our hard earnings. We bore the ban of slavery; they got the money. Cotton pays everybody who handles 
it, sells it, manufactures it; but it rarely pays the men who make it. Second-hand, the Yankees received 

the wages of slavery. They grew rich, we grew poor.” (March 1861) 
 

“We separated from the North because of incompatibility of temper. We are divorced, North from South, 
because we have hated each other so. If only we could separate politely, and not have a horrid fight for 

divorce.” (June 1861)  
 

Mary Boykin Chestnut 
1823-1886 

 
“To defend your birthright and mine, I exchange with proud satisfaction a term of six years in the Senate 

of the United States for the musket of a soldier.” 
 

John Breckinridge 
1821-1875 

(A response to Lincoln’s plans to invade Kentucky)  
 

“I loved the old government in 1861. I love the old Constitution yet, I think it the best government in the 
world, if administered as it was before the war. I do not hate it (the new government); I’m opposing now 

only the radical revolutionists (radical black republicans) who are trying to destroy it. I believe that party to 
be composed, as I know it is in Tennessee, of the worst men on God’s earth—men who would hesitate at 

no crime, and who have only one object in view—to enrich themselves.”  
 

Nathan Bedford Forest 
1821-1877 

 

“You have no right to ask, or expect that she will at once profess unbounded love to that Union from 
which for four years she tried to escape at the cost of her best blood and all her treasure. Nor can you 

believe her to be so unutterably hypocritical, so base, as to declare that the flag of the Union has already 
surpassed in her heart the place with has so long been sacred to the “Southern Cross”  

 
Wade Hampton 

1818-1902 
 
 

“The fact that one army was fighting for union and the other for disunion is a political expression; the 
actual fact on the battlefield, in the face of cannon and musket, was that the Federal troops came as 

invaders, and the Southern troops stood as defenders of their homes, and further that this we need not 
go.” 

 
Pierre Gustave Beauregard 

1818-1893 
 

“When Cleburne’s command defended, no odds broke its line; where it attacked, no numbers resisted its 
onslaught—save only once and there is the body of Cleburne.” 

 
William J. Hardee 

1815-1873 
 
 



 
 

 
Magnolia Cemetery / Confederate Monument 

SCV National Reunion 
Charleston, SC 2014 

 
 
 

 
Robert E. Lee Council Award 

SCV Calf. Division 2014 
Division Fund Raising  
Elm Springs Museum  

Our Division donated $2300 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
           Vicksburg, MS / SCV Nat’l. Reunion 2013 

           Div. Lt. Cmdr. John Smoley 
        Div. Cmdr. F. Cooley,  

         David Sanders, Camp 302   
                Div. Heritage Officer Steve Smith Camp  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       Vicksburg, MS / SCV Nat’l Reunion 2013 

Debutante Ball 
      Rev. William Bower, Calf. Division 

Chaplain & Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
ATM Meeting / SCV Nat’l. Reunion 2012 

Murfreesboro, TN                   
 Vern Padgett, Donny Honnell, Farrell 
Cooley, John Smoley, Mike Climo 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2012 SCV Nat’l. Reunion 

Confederate Monument Dedication 
Eagleville, TN 

Div. Lt. Cmdr. John Smoley 
Div. Web Master Mike Climo 

SCV Camp 1742 

 
2012 SCV Nat’l Reunion 

Sam Davis’s Grave 
 
 

 
    

     
          2011 SCV Nat’l Reunion / Montgomery, AL 

         Div. Cmdr. Farrell Cooley 
       Past Div. Cmdr. Kenny Ramsey 

       Div. Adjutant Vern Padgett 
   Calf. Div. Donation of $3000 

Elm Springs Museum  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
2011 SCV Nat’l. Reunion 

Montgomery, AL  
Calf. Div. Adjutant Vern Padgett 

Mrs. Sandy Padgett Calf. Div. OCR Pres.  
 
 
 

 
2011 SCV Nat’l Reunion 

Montgomery, AL 
Calf. Div. Cmdr. F. Cooley  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
                2011 SCV Nat’l Reunion 

         Montgomery, AL 
         Stonewall Jackson Council  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2010 SCV Nat’l Reunion 

Anderson, SC 
Cmdr. F. Cooley 

Past Div. Cmdr. Kenny Ramsey 
Div. Adjutant Vern Padgett 

 
 
 
 


