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A WORD FROM OUR DIVISION CMDR. 
Steve Smith (USMC Ret.) 

 
Compatriots:  

 
I hope all is well.   Everyone will soon be 
getting ready for the holidays and before 

you know it, we will be meeting in 
Bakersfield for our annual convention. I 

hope you are making your plans to 
attend. 

 
 

Last year, Commander Norred made a 

motion to replace the Division Flag.     
This year we will vote if we want to keep 

the old design or do we want to change 
the design.  If you have another idea for 

a new flag, please bring your design to 
the convention.   
 

Another goal is to mail off all the award 
nominations during the convention,  I 

would like to "sign and send" the 
awards off during the convention, we 

can avoid jumping through hoops by 
getting this done when we are all 
together. Also, I would really like to get 

a game plane on how to battle the 
attacks on our heritage, it has quieted 

down a bit, but the attacks of the bigots 
continue. 

 
Look forward to seeing you in yeh 
spring....keep up the good fight! 

 
Steve 

California Division Commander 
 

 

  

 

The Republic 

The newsletter for 
the 

 

California Division 

 

Sons of Confederate 
Veterans 

I think the only hope is some kind of devolution of power, if that’s possible. Some kind of devolution of power so that 

the healthier parts of American society can defend itself and preserve themselves. Defend themselves from the Federal 

Government. I don’t know if that’s possible or not. We have to hope for some sort of devolution. Some sort of way we 

can gain control of our own fate. Right now, we don’t even have the control over our parking spaces, not to mention 

our schools and everything else. Everything is decided by people from Massachusetts and San Francisco. Our way of 

life, our distinct culture, is going to die if we don’t have the power to object.  

Clyde N. Wilson 

“Southern Partisan” magazine, 1999 



Should Confederate flag be outlawed 
on state property? 

 
By: Matthew Fleming 

 
Published on August 24th, 2014, LA Register  
An excerpt copied w/permission 

 
“Whatever the sentiments may be behind the 
motivation, I think it’s pretty clear that it’s 
unconstitutional,” said Peter Eliasberg, legal 
director of the ACLU of Southern California. “ 
 

      ~~~ 

 
THE LINK BETWEEN OUR CONFEDERATE 

VETERANS  

THE US MILITARY  

&  

US GOVERNMENT 

 

 

PUBLIC LAW: 

 

Public Law 85-425, May 23, 1958 (H.R. 358) 

72 Statue 133 

 

“(3) (e) for the purpose of this section, and 

section 433, the term ‘veteran’ includes a 

person who served in the military or naval 

forces of the Confederate States of 

America during the Civil War (WBTS), and 

the term ‘active, military or naval service’ 

includes active service in such forces.” 

 

As a result of the this law the last surviving 

Confederate veteran received a U.S. 

Military pension until his death in 1959, and 

from the day until present, descendants of 

Confederate veterans have been able to 

receive military monuments to place on 

graves from the Veteran’s Administration 

for their ancestors. A Confederate Veteran 

should therefore be treated with the same 

honor and dignity of any other American 

veteran.  

TRUTH BE TOLD! 
 
First, and foremost, the secession of the 
south was not due to slavery, but State 
Rights.  State Rights were of the utmost 
importance to maintain for our 
Forefathers during the Declaration and 
the Constitution.  For instance, if we look 
at the Bill of Rights in the Constitution, we 
see that it was important enough to be 
included in the tenth amendment, and 
states:  “The powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the States, are reserved 
to the States respectively, or to the 
people”.  This amendment grants 
substantial powers to the States, on a 
local level and State level.   
 
The Forefathers had enough wisdom and 
foresight that they realized if the States 
did not remain substantial powers, that a 
large Federal Government would emerge, 
and impose its will on the States without 
approval from the States.  This happened 
during the war, and the southern states 
tried very hard to fight for state rights 
and keep the powers balanced.  It is 
amazing also to see the parallels of the 
Forefathers and the South, when looking 
at the opening words of the Declaration of 
Independence, adopted on July 4, 1776:  
“When in the course of human events, it 
becomes necessary for one people to 
dissolve the political bands which have 
connected them with another, and to 
assume among the powers of the earth, 
the separate and equal station to which 
the Laws of Nature and Nature’s God 
entitle them, a decent respect to the 
opinions of mankind requires that they 
should declare the causes which impel 
them to the separation”.   
 
With the wisdom spoke by Jefferson, we 
see that this comes back around during 
the War Between the States.  The South 
fought for their independence, just as we 



did as a country during the Revolutionary 
War.   
 
Today’s media and elite want to convey 
that the South was “evil” and “racist”, but 
there are too many facts that prove and 
point that all that the South was doing 
was fighting for their State Rights and 
their independence.  We must be “strict 
constitutionalists” and look to our 
Forefathers for wisdom and guidance in 
our trying times and attempts to protect 
our Heritage.   
 
Regards, 
Scott Price 
Division Lt. Commander 
Commander Camp 1770 
 

~~~ 
 

SCV Camp 1208 Gen. John Bell Hood 
Los Angeles, Calf.  

 
Adjutant Vern Padgett writes that Camp 
1208 has donated $200 to Commander Ted 
Boyias of the Ventura Camp 2007. Ted has 
dedicated his resources to supplying the N. 
B. Forrest Boyhood Home in Chapel Hill, TN, 
with artifacts and examples of the 
accruements and weapons of war. For years 
the home has been under construction and 
is being converted into a Museum for the 
SCV. (Editor’s Note: Several of us visited the 
home during the Murfreesboro National 
Convention in 2012 and all of us have 
donated toward the project.) 
 
Also, it should be mentioned that Camp 
1208 has made numerous donations to 
individual efforts involving heritage and 
historical preservation. They continue to be 
productive in supporting a variety of efforts.  
 
Recently the Camp has conducted the 
following business as reported by Adjutant 
Vern Padgett:  
 

Presentation by Professor Jim Stanbery:  
 
“Sherman Surrenders to Johnston?” 
 
     Jim’s talk at our last camp meeting was 
an early version of his planned presentation 
to the West Coast Civil War Conference this 
coming November.  Jim gave a new view on 
Sherman’s motivations for his surrender 
terms to Johnston in April of 1865.  Jim 
used John F. Marszalek’s Sherman: A 
Soldier’s Passion for Order (2007) as partial 
basis for his new conclusions about this 
commander.  Camp 1208 awarded a 
member pin to Prof. Stanbery, and OCR 
President Sandy Padgett awarded him a 
framed portrait of Confederate flags.   
  
Confederate Veteran Magazines Available: 
 
     Compatriot Jeff Towery has 30 years of 
Confederate Veteran magazines he would 
like to donate to a good home.  He lives 
near Santa Clarita, about 20 miles north of 
Los Angeles.  He is off Highway 5, near Six 
Flags Magic Mountain.  He is 45 minutes 
South of Fort Tejon, at: 
 
Jeff Towery 
27077 Hidaway Avenue, #37,  
Canyon Country, 91351-4132.   
Phone 661 644-0359.  
  
Support of Forrest Boyhood Home in Chapel 
Hill, Tennessee: 
 
     Commander Camp 2062 Ventura County 
Ted Boyias reported on progress on 
restoring and outfitting the Forrest 
Boyhood Home in Chapel Hill, Tennessee.  
Ted sold a print of the home to Prof. 
Stanbery for a donation of $100 to the 
Home.  Our camp sent $200 to Ted Boyias 
for Forrest Home restoration in June.  
 
 
  



Installation of New Officers: 
 
 Steven Knowles is our new 2nd Lieutenant 
Commander; Henry Cardenas is our 
Sergeant-at-Arms, and Dan Fuson is our 
acting Chaplain.  All three new officers took 
the oath of office.  
  
Presentation on Camp Douglass: 
 
     Dan Fuson brought a binder with a 
report on Camp Douglass, the site of the 
largest mass grave in the Western 
Hemisphere (5000 or more American 
soldiers), and gave us a few details about 
this PW Camp for Confederate soldiers.  
  
Creating a Whittier Sons of Union Veterans 
of the Civil War (SUVCW) Camp: 
 
     Most, but not all, of our members qualify 
to join SUV.  One advantage in creating our 
camp would be that with such a camp, 
staffed by our compatriots, we could 
propose a memorial to Confederate 
Soldiers in El Monte’s Pioneer Park, for 
example, as a joint proposal from the SCV 
and the SUVCW-- since we would be the 
SUVCW.  Camp commander John Roberts is 
the contact point on this effort.  
 
 

~~~ 
 

SCV Camp 2062 CSS Virginia 
 Ventura, Calf.  

 
Commander Ted Boyias writes that he has 
sent 9 full boxes totaling some 58 items to 
Gene Andrews and Boots Nix the caretakers 
of the N. B. Forrest Boyhood Home owned 
by the SCV.  
 
Ted says he shipped a rare antique sloped 
desk.  I am having my niece paint the 
general's portrait, which I hope will end up 
over the fireplace.  I think more people will 

visit the home if there were furniture, 
portraits, and even the general's uniform 
and weapons on display. 
   
For days I have been sewing three gold stars 
on General Forrest’s frock coat.  I have used 
golden thread and literally spent about 10 
hours sewing.  I cut pieces off an old buff 
shirt did the collar and cuffs.  They wanted 
$59 for the collar insignia and $118 for the 
piping.  I therefore have no choice but to 
buy the piping wholesale, and spend days 
sewing the complex piping.  
 
Thanks to Vern for the boots and Captain 
Landis Porter for the 2 saddles. I also sent a 
sabre and carbine, pistols and holsters; 
however, the work goes on and I (we/SCV) 
need more help with this project.  The issue 
is simply, that the museum needs good 
displays to be taken seriously by visitors. 
Weapons preferred by Forrest should be 
displayed. I sent my Sharpe’s carbine, but I 
also would hope to have the following 
additional weapons to show.  
 
We need: 
 
1) A sawed off double barrel shotgun 
2) A 3 band Enfield British infantry rifle 
(preferred by Forrest) 
3) A breech loading Maynard carbine. 
 
To do a fair presentation of weapons 
preferred by Forrest and his men, these 3 
weapons are essential.  
 
Would you know anybody willing to 
donate any of these weapons and could 
you put this request in your newsletter? 
 
I want to say THANKS for the shipping 
donation the Division GEC approved 
towards my work. Doesn’t it feel great to do 
this? (Editor’s Note: Yes is does Ted, you’ve 
done us a great favor, keep up the good 
work.)  



In closing I’d like to offer some items for 
sale. The funds will be used to replenish our 
camp’s treasury and help with future 
shipping costs:  
 
1) A union (Yankee) coat size 48 in mint 

condition. For 45 dollars. 
2) A butternut coat size 50 in very good 

condition. For 45 dollars. 
3) A pair of black frontier pants with 

suspenders for 30 dollars. 
 
If you buy all three items the price will be 
95 dollars plus 5 for shipping. Please make 
your check payable to SCV and send to: 
 
   Dr. Ted Boyias 
   23928 Hartland St. 
   West Hills CA. 91307 

Ph. 818-307-5272  
Email: teddyboyias@gmail.com 

 
(Editor’s Note) 

Camp Commanders & Adjutants: 
More money is needed to cover Ted’s 
expenses. He is about $344 dollars in the 
red over this project. Ted is asking every 
camp that can afford to cut a check to send 
whatever you can to his address above. 
Feel free to call or e.mail him to discuss.  

 
*** 

SCV Camp 2023  
Lt. Gen. Wade Hampton 

Modesto, Calf.  
 
The Modesto camp has enjoyed a busy third 
quarter. We participated in the Lockford 
Civil War Heritage Days in August. Then in 
September, we held the Oakdale Citizen's 
Cemetery Memorial in cooperation with the 
Stockton Chapter of the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy, and the Stanislaus Civil 
War Assn.   

 

 
Commander Dan Shepard SCV Camp 2023 

Modesto, Calf.  

 
 

Local members of the Stanislaus Civil War 
Association joined with the Sons of Confederate 

Veterans, Camp 2023 recently at Oakdale 
Citizens Cemetery to remember “Judge” William 
A. Griffin and two of his fellow veterans, Daniel 
“Whit” Carmichael and Thomas Jefferson Ralls. 

 

“A soldier never dies – until he is forgotten” 
– that comment was made several times on 
a recent Saturday morning at the Oakdale 
Citizens Cemetery, as local members of the 
Stanislaus Civil War Association joined with 
the Sons of Confederate Veterans, Camp 
2023 to remember “Judge” William A. 
Griffin and two of his fellow veterans, 
Daniel “Whit” Carmichael and Thomas 
Jefferson Ralls. 
 

mailto:teddyboyias@gmail.com


Griffin, who served as editor of the Oakdale 
Leader from 1898 to 1908, had an amazing 
Civil War record, having fought in 63 
battles, according to the National Archives. 
He joined the Confederate Army on March 
18, 1861, and served as an officer of the 
2nd Battalion Sharpshooters, Company C 
and fought in most of the major battles in 
the western theater while also serving as a 
war correspondent for the Augusta 
Chronicle. 
 
Griffin was wounded four times, the most 
serious being outside of Atlanta on July 31, 
1864 when he was struck by a Minnie Ball 
which shattered his right elbow. This 
brought an end to his military career 
because the war was over when he 
recovered. 
 
He came to California in 1869 and called 
Oakdale home. He was elected Justice of 
the Peace in 1893, where the name “Judge” 
came from, which his friends called him for 
the rest of his life. In 1895 he was 

appointed as Postmaster of Oakdale by the 
Cleveland administration. “Judge” William 
Andrew Griffin died on December 24, 1916 
at the age of 80 years. 
 
At the recent ceremony, Griffin and his two 
fellow veterans were remembered with the 
traditional Confederate Canteen Ceremony 
and by placing the Bronze Cross on their 
graves. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Commander Dan Shepherd, Ph.D. 
SCV Camp 2023, Modesto 
 

*** 
 
 

 
 

 

*** 
 

SCV Camp 1804 General Tyree Harris Bell; Fresno Calf:  
 

Commander Chuck Norred wants everyone to be aware of this event coming up. 
 

The Kearney Reenactment is this weekend; make plans to attend, October 24-25 in 
Fresno. We need everyone to attend and support the camp and division.  
 
Saturday, November 14th, Camp 1804 will be celebrating Compatriot Sheriff Ed Bates 
90th birthday at the Brooks Ranch Restaurant in Fresno. Everyone is invited. Let’s 
honor this exceptional human being. If you would like to send him a note or card 
please send it to:  
 
Compatriot Ed Bates 
C/O Commander Chuck Norred 
16526 Karen Rd.   
Madera, CA. 93636 



The picture below is Compatriot Ed Bates of Camp 1804 At Arlington Cemetery. The picture he is 
holding is with his wife Freida when they first met. Both were in the military. He lost her some 
years back; but this past June he made an "Honor Flight" back to Washington and took Freida with 
him. Ed is a WWII Vet. (Editor’s Note: Ed Bates received the prestigious Hoover Law Award from 
SCV Headquarters in Montgomery, Alabama in 2011 for his work on the Coachella kidnapping 
case.) 
 

 
Sheriff Ed Bates (Ret.) 

Compatriot SCV Camp 1804 
 

 

*** 
 

SCV Camp 1770 Captain James I. Waddell 
Orange County, Calf. 
 

Our Camp recently spent 2 days at the Huntington Beach Reenactment. It was a great 

success for us to meet and greet the public. Flying our Camp Flag with the Southern Cross 

was welcomed by everyone. Many persons stopped by and asked us why the reenactors 

were not flying the battleflag during the battles. We received kind words from the Sons of 

Union Veterans, Daughters of Union Veterans, Drum Barracks Museum, Huntington B. 

Library Volunteers, and the Huntington Beach Historical Society, and Georgia Relief 

Society. If I forgot an organization, please forgive me, but everyone made us feel welcome 

and supported us flying our Battleflag. We owe it to ourselves to stand proud and denounce 

any mis-use of the Confederate Battleflag. 

While at Huntington Beach, it made me proud to donate an old booklet, over 100 years old 

on The Lightning Brigade from Indiana to Past SUV Division Commander Glen Roosevelt; 

who I’ve known for many years. What was interesting though, was when the Past CIC for 

 
Compatriot Tim Desmond / Author & Artist 

SCV Camp 1804 
 
Commander Chuck Norred writes:  

Tim entered this artwork at the state fair in Sacramento. 
When he went to check on it they told him it was rejected 

since it depicted a Confederate Theme. How stupid is 
that? California Political Correctness is at an all-time low.  

(Editor’s Note: We couldn’t agree more. Nice work Tim, they 

don’t deserve the opportunity to share the honor and 
history associated with your work.)  



the SUV, Tad Campbell, who is also a SCV Member from Camp 1627, Sacramento, 

brought to everyone’s attention that Tad’s ancestor served in this brigade. They took a 

picture and published it in their SUV newsletter, along with a Spencer Rifle that was noted 

in the booklet. Notice the picture below.  For those who don’t know, the SUV men are 

brothers to us; both organizations need one another. 

Though we reached out to about a dozen potential members, it appears that our most 

reliable source of new members come to us on their own initiative. We recently applied for 

3 new applications and expect several more based on the activity and questions we’ve 

received. Commander Price and I had the fortunate opportunity to award Patricia Bricken 

the Ladies Appreciation Medal and Certificate for all the kind things she’s done for our 

camp. Patricia is Gordon’s daughter who attended everything Gordon did for many years 

before he passed on.   

The camp has started its annual canned food drive for the homeless, but this year we 

intend to donate to a different organization due to the fact, that the Rescue Mission of OC 

failed to thank us for our record load of 167lbs last year. That between only 24 members 

and not everyone donates or attends our events.  We understand as Christians we being 

recognized should not be important, but considering our organization’s purpose to do 

something positive in the community, we want to be recognized. We also will be collecting 

toys or new clothing for children during our December meeting on December 6th, and these 

we donate to the Orangewood Children’s Home in Orange.  

At H.B. the camp also conducted a fund raiser by selling old magazines such as the CW 

Times at 2 for a $1. The camp raised $82 for the camp. Many thanks to Dr. Vern Padgett, 

our Division Adjutant who donated a bunch of old magazines, videos, DVD’s to our silent 

auction held in Bakersfield this past March. It turned out to be so much, I ended up bringing 

home a couple of boxes of stuff. Vern gave us his blessings to use it for a fund raiser and 

this was a perfect opportunity being a reenactment, period event for such a purpose. Thank 

You again to Vern Padgett! 

  

Past SCV CA Div. Cmdr. Farrell Cooley, Past SUV CIC Tad Campbell, and Past SUV CA Div. Cmdr. Glen 

Roosevelt with this Old Booklet written by a soldier of the Lightning Brigade, US. 



 

Commander Scott Price, Patricia Bricken & Adjutant Farrell Cooley 
Awarding the Ladies Appreciation Certificate and Medal to Patricia at H.B. 

 

Commander Price received a Leadership Certificate and Meritorious Service Medal from 
headquarters and Past Div. Cmdr. Cooley. He in turn awarded national awards to Robert 
Williams, Reverend Kent Jones, Steven Frogue, John Hasha and myself. The pictures can 
be viewed at our division web site: www.californiascv.org and use the link for Camp 1770, 
opening up the newsletter.  
 
Report submitted by Camp 1770 Adjutant & Past Commander Cooley   
 

*** 

The Charge of Gen. Stephen D. Lee 1896 
 

“To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we submit the vindication of the cause for which 
we fought. To your strength will be given the defense of the Confederate soldiers good 

name, the guardianship of his history, the emulations of his virtues, the perpetuation of the 
principles he loved; which made him glorious and which you also cherish”… 

Remember, it is your duty to see that the true history of the south is presented to future 
generations. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://www.californiascv.org/


Salute to the Confederate Battleflag 

 

I Salute the Confederate Flag with 

Affection 

Reverence 

& 

Undying Devotion 

To the cause for which it stands! 

 

(Editor’s Note: Memorizing the Salute s/b easy, yet during our meetings it is amazing how many men 
actually do not know the words. The easiest way to memorize the salute is to remember the first 

initial of the 3 major points; which is ARD. The first line shouldn’t require a lot of mental work and 
the last line is a natural phrase that doesn’t require any extra memory. However, the 3 middle 

adjectives can be a problem for some folks. Before someone leads the salute, just remind oneself of 
the 3 major letters, ARD, and you’ll find you never have to think about it again— it will be natural. 
Additionally, many men do not realize that the original Confederate Veterans used this method of 

holding one’s arm bent at the elbow with palm upwards toward the Battleflag as a means of saluting 
the flag. The meaning behind this gesture is that we meet in PEACE and FREE of ARMS.)  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 

SCV CAMP 2048 General Albert Sydney Johnston: 
Commander Jon Fowler 
Bakersfield, Calf.  

The Bakersfield Camp is busy planning the 2016 California Division Reunion in March.  The Double 

Tree hotel has reached out to us to see if we want to hold the reunion there again.  However, we 

owe to ourselves to look at other sites that might be cheaper or better overall. More to come on 

this subject. We’ll be sending out registration forms as soon as we nail down a hotel.  

The camp recently voted to sponsor up to 2 JRROTC cadets as a result of our National Coordinator 
asking the division leadership in Richmond to get on board with more schools and schools who 
want our H.L. Hunley award given to their cadets.  
 
Chaplain Rev. William Bower gave a Heritage Defense update regarding the Confederate 

monuments controversy in New Orleans.  He is notifying the mayor of New Orleans that if the 

history of the city no longer exists, there is no reason for his trade association (of which he is the 

president) to hold any conferences there.  

 
During our September meeting, our Sgt. at Arms – Greg Frazier brought our flags and 
accouterments in order to lead our first-ever Honor Guard drill.  Below are a couple of snapshots of 
our work together.  
 



 
 

Future Events for Camp 2048: 
 

Bakersfield Toy Run – 1st Sunday of December  

Wreaths across America  

Tehachapi Mountain Festival – March 2016 

Whiskey Flats   

Twin Oaks Team Penning  

 Attending & supporting another SCV Confederate Memorial Day / possibly Fresno 

 Support local UDC for their annual Confederate Memorial Day – 2016 

 Old West Days  

The 2016 UDC State Convention will be held in Bakersfield, 2016. We discussed how our camp 

could support their effort and Kathy Forrester gave us an update on their plans. As they do each 

year, they want to award any SCV member who served during war time a medal and certificate 

while in convention.  

*** 

What has given the South her identity are those beliefs and qualities which she has 

absorbed from the Scriptures and from her own history of defeat and violation: a 

distrust of the abstract, a sense of human dependence on the grace of God, and a 

knowledge that evil is not simply a problem to be solved, but a mystery to be 

endured.  

Flannery O’Conner 1925 – 1964 

 



SCV Camp 302 Father A.J. Ryan: 
San Diego, Calf. / Commander Jim Stephens 

 
Camp 302 is proactively pursuing involvement 

in our local events and recruiting new 

members. Currently, we have three 

applications waiting for approval from 

headquarters, they are:  Ed. Radcliff, Robert 

Skaggs and Greg Sims. We also have 4 

additional individuals who’ve shown interest 

in joining our camp. We recently swore in our 

newest member, Willie Ellis at our September 

12th camp meeting, and we are moving 

ahead with our 2015 Veteran’s Day Parade in 

San Diego. Despite the negative press 

towards our Confederate Heritage, we hope 

to have a good turnout proudly flying the 

colors. While we may not carry the battle 

flag, we will carry several unit flags while 

marching tall.  

Thanks to the ladies of the UDC, we hope to 

make a good showing. Camp 302 will do our 

quarterly Color Guard duty at the Veterans 

Memorial Museum in Balboa Park on the 

24th of October.  

One final note: Camp 302 presented a check 

for $150.00 to the Vietnam Unit Memorial at 

Amphibious Base, Coronado, CA. 

 

*** 

 
(L to R) Camp 302’s newest member, Willie Ellis; 
Commander Jim Stephens; Chaplain Gary Henson; & 
Adjutant Roy Adair during our swearing in at the 
September meeting… 

 

Adjutant Roy Adair, Camp 302, and Robyn Adair, California  

President, UDC, present Capt. Paul Murphy,(USN,RET)                                                                                                

President, Board of Directors, Vietnam Unit Memorial                                                                                                                                                          

Monument Foundation, $150.00 for replacement of Southern                                                                                                                                                        

States flags 

       
 

Past SCV.CA.Div.Cmdr.Cooley 

Awarding.CA.Div.Cmdr. Steve Smith 2015 

 

 



SCV CAMP 1742 INLAND EMPIRE: 
Riverside, San Bernardino Counties, Calf.  
 

Fellow Citizens of the CSA 

 

Here is the latest from Camp 1742, Inland Empire 

Grizzlies:  

 

Jefferson Davis attended the Toms Farms Blue 

Gray Living History October 17/18 and presented 

the Cause to hundreds of spectators and to the  

reenactors there, while representing Dixie at two 

Presidential Conferences each day and while 

interacting with all there.  

 

We held our last camp meeting in mid-September 

and swore in another member.  Primary on the 

discussion at the meeting was of course the  

ongoing assault on our flag and Cause by useful 

idiots of Lucifer.  Our High desert members who 

are also involved with SCV Mechanized Cavalry  

are putting on a Poker Rally in the Victorville area 

on November14th, and the net proceeds of their 

raffle fundraiser will be directed to SCV Heritage 

which can use all the monies they can get 

now.  We will hold our camp meeting at the 

Cadillac Ranch in Apple Valley from the usual  

11:30 to 2:00 time slot, and end just as the poker 

rally participants arrive, for the fundraiser, BBQ 

afternoon.  This event is open to any and all 

Citizens of the CSA, so if you would like to come 

and support this rally event and share comradery 

please plan on joining us.   

 

Contact me at jwsmoley@pacbell.net to confirm 

attendance.  If you have any old artifacts that are 

gathering dust that could fetch a bid for the  

fundraiser please let us know. 

 

We also plan to hold our Christmas Meet at Sons 

of Liberty Ale House in Norco early December as 

we have the last two years. 

 

Keep it flying! 

 

John Smoley 

Commander Camp 1742 

 

 

*** 

Our Prediction for the Future? 
 
The Rev. Canon William Bower. SSC 

California Division Chaplain 

Camp 2048 Bakersfield / Tehachapi 

 

There is a common Southern story about the 

tourist that stopped off at a filling station who 

saw a piece of rope dangling from a sign 

which labeled it “Weather 

Forecaster.”  Curious at this, the tourist asked 

the attendant “How can you know the 

weather from a piece of rope?”  The attendant 

answered, “It’s real simple.  When the rope 

swings back and forth it’s windy.  When it 

looks wet and dripping, it’s raining.  When it’s 

stiff and has white stuff on it, it’s 

snowing.  And when it’s gone missing…. 

Tornado!” 

 

Many of us knew that the attacks on our 

Southern ancestry were going on in California, 

but how many of us could have predicted that 

such things would be happening in the Deep 

South? While we may have been fairly certain 

that people here in the West Coast weren’t 

knowledgeable about the Confederacy and 

the causes that animated the War, who would 

have known that in less than a generation that 

history would be twisted, our ancestors 

labeled as racists, and that even our faith 

would be attacked?  At what point do we say 

“enough is enough” and finally stand up with 

the courage of our forefathers to loudly 

proclaim the truth? 

 

It’s been said that the greatest Southern 

attribute is also our greatest weakness – we 

are a polite people.  We grew up with 

Meemaw telling us things like “If you don’t 

have anything good to say, don’t say anything 

at all”, and, “Pretty is as pretty does”.  But 

when did we confuse politeness with 

acquiescence, and our pretty actions with 

inaction?  We do this not only with our 

Confederate ancestors, but also with the faith 

of our fathers.  It’s so easy to sit idly by and 

mailto:jwsmoley@pacbell.net


let others write that letter to protest about the 

removal of monuments and to read all about 

it in the heritage report. It feels so 

uncomfortable to share our personal 

testimony of faith with a stranger.  But this 

isn’t what our ancestors believed and spilled 

their blood to protect. 

 

Two quotes for each of us to ponder today… 

 

“The only thing necessary for the triumph of 

evil is for good men to do nothing.”  This 

quote from Edmond Burke should remind us 

that the job of defending the good name of 

our Confederate ancestors falls to us and to 

no one else.  It is up to us to take action to 

write letters, oppose bad legislation, help to 

propose and get passed new good legislation, 

and to take up the cause of educating as 

many people as we encounter.  Our ancestors 

were those ‘good men’ for whom the cause 

seemed meet and right to defend and 

uphold.  Let’s not shame them by our sloth. 

 

“Also I say unto you, whosoever shall confess 

me before men, him shall the Son of man also 

confess before the angels of God:  But he that 

denieth me before men shall be denied 

before the angels of God.”  St. Luke 12:8-

9. This quote from Jesus to His disciples is 

given also to us today.  In this short phrase, 

Jesus clearly tells us that it is our Christian 

duty to confess Christ before all people and at 

all times.  While it’s considerably easier to 

confess our faith on Sunday morning in front 

of those who are like minded, Jesus is both 

commanding us to make our faith public and 

telling us the consequences if we do not.  

 

Much like the piece of rope dangling from the 

eaves of the filling station to ‘see the weather’ 

we are called to be witnesses of our family 

name and of our faith.  We may be the only 

Son (or great-great-grandson) of a 

Confederate Veteran that many people will 

ever knowingly meet.  What do our words and 

deeds say about the Southern cause?  We 

may be the only Bible that some people will 

ever read.  What sermon do our lives deliver?  

 

The problem with a rope for a weather station 

is that it can only tell us the immediate 

forecast.  And we already know both what’s 

happened as well as what’s happening.  We 

can make a difference in those events if we, 

like our forefathers, stand up for what’s right 

and confess our faith for all to see and 

share.  Unlike so many who don’t read the 

Bible, we have been privileged to read the last 

page of the book and we know how the 

drama of human history plays out.  So that 

when we are joined with our forefathers we 

can look forward to hearing the Word of the 

Lord saying unto us “Well done, good and 

faithful servant. Thou hast been faithful over a 

few things; I will make thee ruler over many 

things. Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”   

St. Matthew 25:23 
 

*** 
President Jefferson Davis 

 
 

Fellow Citizens of the CSA:  

 

As I observe the goings on around the 

formerly sovereign States of America, now 

150+ years after our attempt for 

independence from Federal tyranny, the more 

I realize that we (the Southern States) 

were absolutely correct in our determining 

where the Federal Government of the United 

States was going then.  What our Founding 

Fathers bestowed to us had become exactly 

what they feared, an entity inhabited by those 

who no longer feared God and only acted in 

self-interest.  What was once a union of States 

for all of their mutual benefit, had 

degenerated into a sectional rivalry whereby 

the special interest who doted on their 

bought and paid for stooges, and 

manipulated the Union for the benefit of a 

few, instead of the many. 



 

Eventually this sectional strife was bleeding 

the Southern States dry with transfer of 

Southern wealth to the North and their 

interests.  With election of Lincoln and the 

Republican Marxists, we had the Morrell Tariff 

looming on the horizon which would increase 

the theft of southern productivity by the 

North, and we had to leave.  Immediately 

after Lincoln committed treason, (see Article 

III Section III of the US Constitution), by calling 

for troops to make war against them "The 

Seven Seceded States", his tyranny against his 

own people proved that we made the right 

choice by leaving such a travesty of usurped 

undelegated powers that was the Federal 

Government.  We see how Lincoln invaded 

his own State of Maryland and arrested any 

who were suspected of Southern sympathies, 

including elected officials, without charges 

and thrown into political prisons.  He arrested 

nearly 30,000 of his own people for 

the "crime" of speaking against his illegal war, 

all held without charges. He also shut down 

any newspaper or magazine entity who dared 

present opposing viewpoints.  He later 

endorsed total war against our civilians  

and property that included rape, pillage, 

burning down of churches, the destruction of 

public records and firing on civilian evacuees, 

to name a few.  The more wanton the crimes, 

the faster Lincoln would promote the 

perpetrator. Prior to the War, we were all 

citizens of sovereign States, after the War, we 

were all subjects of an all-powerful central 

government, which was the dream of Lincoln's 

pen pal Karl Marx. 

 

Now 150 years later, we see the result of 

Lincolns War on Freedom and an unfettered 

central government.  Now instead of one half 

of the nation selling out the other half, our 

government is now selling us out 

to international cartels and Islam, whoever 

offers the most payoffs and gets their boy to 

vote to give away another piece of America 

away.  We no longer have a border, we are 

being invaded by millions of barbarians  

every year.  This is exactly what happened to 

Rome, they let in the barbarians, and one day 

they woke up and it was not Rome 

anymore.  A nation that no longer has 

borders, language, or culture is no longer 

a nation, but a mass of chaos, where only the 

stronger and more ruthless survive.  All roads 

lead back to 1865 where we transformed from 

a Constitutional Republic to a despotic 

tyranny.  Now we are reaping what was sown 

then. 

 

We must honor our ancestors fight against 

tyranny today and try to educate as many as 

we can with the truth, to fight against the lies 

and misinformation that the Progressives 

continuously spew.  As it was true then it is 

true now, "Truth though crushed to the 

ground, remains truth still, and like a seed will 

grow again". 

 

Keep It Flying! 

 

Jefferson Davis 

C S A 

*** 
SCV CAMP 1627 General George Blake 

Cosby: 
Sacramento / Northern Calf.  

 
A DAY OF HEALING AND 

RECONCILIATION 

 

Allen Davis / Commander 

 

On Saturday, May 30, 2015 the members of the 

Gen. George Blake Cosby Camp 1627 in 

Sacramento hosted a Civil War Remembrance 

Day at the Silveyville Cemetery in Dixon. The 

event started out as an opportunity to honor six 

Confederate Veterans buried in the cemetery. 

In May 2014 Camp Commander, Allen Davis, 

was approached by member Ron Bailey about 

the six Confederate Veterans buried in Dixon 

and asked if the Camp could do something to 

honor them. A year later that request to honor 



those six men turned in to an opportunity to 

bring together a large group of people to honor 

those men while at the same time 

commemorating the sesquicentennial of the 

end of the War. 

 

The Mayor of Dixon presented a Proclamation 

honoring the six veterans, acknowledging the 

Camp for wanting to be a source of healing and 

reconciliation and proclaimed May 30, 2015 as 

Civil War Remembrance Day in Dixon, 

California.  

 

Members of the Camp were joined by members 

of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 

the United Daughters of the Confederacy, The 

Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 

1861-1865 and members of the reenacting 

community to present an event that focused on 

the end of the War and reconciliation and 

healing.  

 

Camp Commander Davis and Major Joseph C. 

Marti, Commander of the 6th Military District, 

Sons of Veterans Reserve (SUVCW) 

participated in a joint wreath-laying ceremony 

at the grave of the Unknown Soldier who is 

reported to have died at Gettysburg. A member 

of the United Daughters of the Confederacy 

dressed in a black mourning dress joined 

Commanders Davis and Marti in the ceremony 

and in a moment of silence during which the 

three stood in a circle and held hands, heads 

bowed. Following the wreath laying the 

ceremony concluded with a 21-gun salute that 

consisted of three separate rifle details and two 

cannon each firing alternately, followed by the 

playing of Taps. 

 

At the conclusion of the Ceremony, 

Commander Davis led a tour of the cemetery 

during which all six Confederate Veterans were 

visited. During this part of the event, 

Commander Davis read a short biography of 

each veteran while a member of the Daughters 

of Union Veterans of the Civil War, 1861-1865 

placed a rose on each grave. 

 

Following the ceremony, Commander Davis 

received an e-mail from Camp Adjutant, Tad 

Smith. Adjutant Smith wrote that this event 

was the highlight of his 21 years as a member 

of the Sons of Confederate Veterans. Members 

of the Camp and those who joined us in the 

event came away excited about the future and 

the possibilities regarding what we could to 

ease racial tension and bring about healing as 

we work together. 

 

Seventeen days later, a madman in Charleston, 

South Carolina murdered nine African-

Americans in their house of worship and 

potentially destroyed everything we had 

accomplished.  

 

 
Commander Allen Davis in Remembrance… 

(Editor’s Note: Allen is a Minister/Reverend) 

 
PAST CMDR. LOU OLKER 

Sacramento / Northern Cal  
SCV Camp 1627 

 
The General George Blake Cosby Camp 1627 
of Sacramento was conceived by our first 
Commander, Clif Lee, an LSU graduate whose 
ancestors were Virginians.  The Camp 
received its Charter the 19th of April, 1993, 
aboard the paddlewheel boat, The Delta King. 
The Camp was named for George Blake 
Cosby, a West Point graduate of 1852, who 
went on to serve 8 years in the U.S. Army in  



 
Texas before resigning his commission to join the Confederate Army in 1861.  He was Adjutant to 
Gen. Simon Buckner and carried the cartel of surrender to Gen. Grant at Fort Donelson. After a 
prisoner exchange in 1862 he was promoted to Brigadier General in command of a cavalry brigade.  
He was one of a few generals remaining in the field at the end of the War.  
 
After coming to California, he was appointed Adjutant General for the State of California in the 
1880’s  by his former West Point classmate, Governor Stoneman, who at one time was a Union foe 
in southwest Virginia. 
 
Our Camp has had 6 Commanders; our current Commander, Allen Davis, hails from Georgia; our 
Adjutant, Tad Smith, is a Virginian and his wife, Mollie, comes from Georgia. 
 
The Camp has erected over 30 headstones or markers in ceremonies for Confederate Army and 
Navy veterans from South San Francisco to the mid-Costal range north and to the Gold Rush Country 
to the east. 
 
As of October, 2015 the Camp has 50 members, which, in this writer’s estimation, makes Camp 1627 
the largest SCV camp in California.  Our Camp enjoys a close and supportive relationship with the 
Sacramento and Fairfield Chapters of the United Daughters of the Confederacy.  We meet the 
second Saturday of every other month at the home of our 1st Lt. CDR., Davis Campbell in 
Sacramento. 
 

Jefferson Davis’s Birthday Meeting & Celebration  2015 
 

 
 

SCV Camp 1627 Sacramento / Northern California Areas 



*** 
SCV CAMP 1440 - The Stainless Banner: 

San Jose, Hollister, Los Gatos, Calf.  
 
THIS CAMP PRESENTED NOTHING FOR THE NEWSLETTER, NOR COMMUNICATED ANY INTENTIONS, 
PLANS OR EXPECTATIONS. 

*** 
SCV CAMP 1631- Deaderick-Doremus-Thurmond: 

Santa Barbara, Nipomo, Orcutt, Calf.  
 

THIS CAMP PRESENTED NOTHING FOR THE NEWSLETTER, NOR COMMUNICATED ANY INTENTIONS, 
PLANS OR EXPECTATIONS. 

*** 
SCV CAMP 2007 - Captain Cameron Erskine Thom:  

Long Beach, Calf.  
 

THIS CAMP PRESENTED NOTHING FOR THE NEWSLETTER, NOR COMMUNICATED ANY INTENTIONS, 
PLANS OR EXPECTATIONS. 
 

~~~ *** ~~~ 
 

Emancipation Proclamation 

Path to freedom and equality for Blacks or Stupendous Fraud? 

President Lincoln is esteemed and in many cases worshiped by both liberals and 

conservatives alike. Lincoln’s New Year’s Day of 1863 “Emancipation Proclamation” has 

been hailed as one of the most heroic and compassionate acts ever. It is one of the most 

cited epic accomplishments of President Lincoln. It is one of the reasons that President 

Lincoln is on Mt Rushmore, and is seated within his own “Temple” at our nation’s Capital. Is 

this acclaim, esteem and worship accorded to President Lincoln and his Emancipation 

Proclamation based on its intent, actual accomplishments, or blind devotion to an ideology? 

Let us dig beneath the leaves of adulation that have piled up over the years since 1865. 

Firstly, without much argument from the Lincolnites, the Proclamation on its face was a 

sham. Within the Proclamation, Lincoln offers freedom to slaves that are not under his 

control, but does not offer the same freedom to slaves that are under his control. As the 

London Spectator opined in 1863, “Lincoln’s Proclamation says Slavery is just fine, as long 

as you are loyal to the Union”. Lincoln himself on many occasions admitted that the whole 

purpose was a war measure designed to weaken the Confederacy and to keep Britain and 

France from acknowledging the CSA as an independent nation with no intent on the 

betterment of the slave’s plight. Here is a quote from his Cabinet Secretary Seward 

reflecting the irony of the Proclamation. 



“We show our sympathy with Slavery by emancipating Slaves where we 

cannot reach them and holding them in bondage wherever we can set 

them free.” One of Lincoln’s aides William Stoddard had this to say about 

it, “How many editors and how many other penmen within these past few 

days rose in anger to remind Lincoln that this is a war to save the Union 

only, and they never gave him any authority to run it as an Abolition war. 

They never, never told him that he might set the Negroes free, and, now 

that he has done so, or futilely pretended to do so, he is a more 

unconstitutional tyrant and a more odious dictator than ever he was 

before”. 

What were Lincoln’s own thoughts on emancipation and what to do about Slavery? Lincoln 

clearly did not approve of the institution of Slavery morally, but what to do about it is what 

he wrestled with. He was aware of how Britain and other nations eliminated slavery via 

gradual emancipation, and incorporation of wage slaves who could be hired and fired at 

will, with no regard for their well-being. As they got sick or infirmed they could be tossed on 

the street and replaced by fresh immigrants willing to work for far less than the cost of 

caring for a slave. The slave owners were compensated for their slaves and eventually all 

slavery was eliminated without much ado. There was also some preparation for the 

assimilation of the freed slaves into society at large so as to allow for a smooth transition. 

 

However, Lincoln had some issues with the Negro race in general, and that complicated 

any solution to eliminating slavery. For example here is one quote of Lincoln, while he 

debated Stephen Douglas.  

“I am not, nor ever been in favor of bringing about the social and political 

equality of the White and Black races; that I am not nor ever have been in 

favor of making voters of the free Negroes, or jurors, or qualifying them to 

hold office, or having them marry with White people. I will say in addition that 

there is a physical difference between the White and Black races which, I 

suppose will forever forbid the two races from living together upon the terms 

of social and political equality; and inasmuch as they cannot so live, that while 

they do remain together, there must be the position of the superiors, and of 

the inferiors; and I as much as any other man, am in favor of the superior 

position being assigned to the White man”. 

It is very clear that Lincoln believes that the Black race is inferior and cannot live as the 

equals of the White race. This basic belief then creates the conflict with how Lincoln 

reasons with himself with this quote. 

”If all earthly power were given me, I should not know what to do, as to the 

existing institution. My first impulse would be to free all the slaves, and 

send them to Liberia, -- to their own native land. But a moment's reflection 

would convince me, that whatever of high hope, (as I think there is) there 

may be in this, in the long run, its sudden execution is impossible. If they 

were all landed there in a day, they would all perish in the next ten days; 

and there are not surplus shipping and surplus money enough in the world 

to carry them there in many times ten days. What then? Free them all, and 



keep them among us as underlings? Is it quite certain that this betters 

their condition? I think I would not hold one in slavery, at any rate; yet the 

point is not clear enough for me to denounce people upon. What next? 

Free them, and make them politically and socially, our equals? My own 

feelings will not admit of this; and if mine would, we well know that those 

of the great mass of white people will not.”  

So here we are given a glimpse of the contortions and pretzel logic Lincoln was saddled 

with. 

Since Lincoln believed the Negroes to be inferiors he could not allow them to be equal with 

Whites upon emancipation, so that option is closed, he also realized that by freeing them 

without any preparation or compensation that they would most probably be worse off than 

as slaves, he also toyed with the idea of freeing them and then deporting them out from 

America, to rid us once and for all of the “Negro Problem”. This deportation scheme was 

one Lincoln would gravitate toward to more and more as time went on, and it was a plank 

of a major abolitionist group as well. Bottom line, free the slaves so we can deport them.  

Let us move over to the 13th Amendment that supposedly was Lincoln’s vision that finally 

passed and freed the slaves. The first version of the 13th amendment was also known as 

the Corwin Amendment. This amendment was created to offer inducement to the recently 

seceded 7 States to return to the Union. This amendment was primarily an irrevocable 

guarantee of slavery (where it existed). The Republican controlled congress passed the bill 

overwhelmingly, Lincoln referred to it in his First Inaugural address, and several Northern 

States, including Illinois ratified it. Lincoln hoped to use the irrevocable guarantee of slavery 

to get the wayward States to return to the Union. So much for the “War on Slavery” here… 

The next version was the pre Emancipation Proclamation version, where he offered the 

Slave States till 1900 to begin to dismantle the Slaveocracy, (gradual emancipation which 

most Southern Abolitionists agreed with) also to raise funds to compensate slave owners 

for their property, and to raise funds for the costs of deportation of the newly freed slaves. 

Congress at once knew that the cost of this idea was prohibitive and tabled Lincoln’s 

proposal. In retrospect had congress acted on this idea of Lincoln’s not only would we have 

avoided the devastation and even greater cost of the War Between the States, but race 

relations would not have suffered they did. The final version of the 13th amendment was a 

confirmation of the Emancipation Proclamation as it finally was drafted, which did not allow 

for any preparation for the 4 million newly freed slaves, and thus created a second class 

citizenship state for those 4 million negroes. 

The Northern States all had laws designed to keep the Negroes from residing, working, or 

even traveling in their States, and the Destruction wrought by the corruption of the 

Reconstruction regimes devastated race relations in the South. The result of the 

Emancipation Proclamation and the final 13th Amendment was exactly what Lincoln 

previously knew would happen when he said that he did not think that freeing them only to 

make them second class citizens would improves things. 

With Reconstruction, the Freedman’s Bureau was given absolute power to handle the 

Negro Problem. Its agents could arrest any freed slave, and transport him to areas 

anywhere else for compulsory labor, it had its own military style courts of for freedmen, 

superseding civil courts in every city and county in eleven Southern States. Reverend and 



Author Robert Dabney pointed out its obligation “to do good to your charge upon a great 

scale” and with as much zeal as it had showed “waging a gigantic war for four years”. 

Dabney pointed out that as flawed and immoral as the slavery system might have been, if 

the South with all its disadvantages, was able to provide health care, housing, stable 

environments, provide food, reduce infant mortality, care for the elderly, teach literacy, 

trades and skills, introduce Christianity, etc., then the Freedmen’s Bureau as an agent of 

the Federal Government was bound to improve the plight of the Negro in return for the 

devastation, and cost of blood and treasure. 

The sad truth was that the Freeman’s Bureau was a colossal failure, and could not even 

cloth or feed the millions under their charge. Thousands of newly freed slaves just starved 

to death. Most the rest barely survived as a despised underclass both in the North and the 

South. The result of the Emancipation Proclamation was devastation on the Black race that 

lives on until this day. Once just has to look at what the condition of the Black Race is today 

with the welfare dependency, high levels of incarceration, unemployment, crime, 

despondency, despair, broken families, etc. All these terrible tragedies were the result of 

recklessly freeing millions of unprepared people after waging a total war on their homeland. 

Lincoln foresaw this result and did it anyway, as a short term war measure. Frederick 

Douglas on the 25th anniversary of the Proclamation stated: 

“I admit that the Negro… has made little progress from barbarism to 

civilization, and that he is in deplorable condition since his emancipation. 

That he is worse off, in many respects ,than when he was a slave, I am 

compelled to admit it, but I contend that the fault is not his, but that of his 

heartless accusers… Though he is nominally free, he is actually a slave. I 

here and now denounce the Emancipation Proclamation as a stupendous 

fraud, a fraud upon him, and a fraud upon the world.”  

Then on the centennial anniversary of the Proclamation, Martin Luther King Jr. in 

1963 standing in front of the Lincoln Memorial had this to say: 

“Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we 

stand today, signed the Emancipation Proclamation, This momentous 

decree came as a great beacon of light of hope to millions of Negro slave 

who had been seared in the flames of withering injustice. It came as a 

joyous daybreak to end the long night of their captivity. But one hundred 

years later, we must face the tragic fact that the Negro is still not free.” 

So here again the tragedy of Lincoln’s desperate move to save the Union without regard to 

the cost not only to those who only wished to do as the Declaration of Independence 

declared, to alter or abolish the government as they saw fit, as well as without any regard to 

the welfare and well-being of four million slaves. Saving the Union, even at the point of a 

bayonet, (what part of our voluntary union did he miss?) was the paramount issue, as we 

can see with this famous quote to Horace Greeley: 

“I would save the Union. I would save it the shortest way under the 

Constitution. The sooner the national authority can be restored; the nearer 

the Union will be "the Union as it was." If there be those who would not 

save the Union, unless they could at the same time save slavery, I do not 



agree with them. If there be those who would not save the Union unless 

they could at the same time destroy slavery, I do not agree with them. My 

paramount object in this struggle is to save the Union, and is not either to 

save or to destroy slavery. If I could save the Union without freeing any 

slave I would do it, and if I could save it by freeing all the slaves I would do 

it; and if I could save it by freeing some and leaving others alone I would 

also do that. What I do about slavery, and the colored race, I do because I 

believe it helps to save the Union; and what I forbear, I forbear because I 

do not believe it would help to save the Union.” 

 

Other than his “final solution” of mass deportation of all Negroes, Lincoln did not propose 

any other rational solutions. As he struggled with the earlier quote, “if he had all the power 

in the world,” he did not know how to deal with the slavery issue.  

In conclusion, with all that has transpired from New Year’s Day in 1863 to the present, each 

one of you can answer the question about the Emancipation Proclamation, was it a path to 

freedom and equality for blacks, or was it as Frederick Douglas said, a stupendous fraud? 

Maybe a little of both, the answer is for each and every one of you to decide. 

Your Obedient Servant 

John Smoley 

Past Lt. Commander California Division SCV 

Commander Camp 1742 Inland Empire 

 
 

~~~ END ~~~ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


