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To these sacred and inspiring objects we should extend the fullest measure of our love and protection. We
should guard them with the tender care with which a mother watches over her child. We must see that they
are transmitted to our descendants as object lessons, which will inspire them with a reverence for the past
and excite in them a determination to emulate the courage, patriotism and devotion to duty of those who
have gone before.
Joseph A. Chalaron, 1836 – 1909 (At the opening of the Confederate Museum in New Orleans in 1891.)
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Members of the California Division:
Thank-You to all our members who take
an active role in their camps. Without the
member we don’t have an organization. It
is up to you, each and every one of you to
participate, donate and get involved.
Every camp I visit, I’m impressed with our
dedication to serve the SCV and our
heritage. I hope every camp has designed
by now, one or two activities in which we
as SCV members give back to the
community; under the umbrella of the
SCV.
Periodically, I send out e.mails to be
distributed to the members and
sometimes we mention our most recent
activities. I assume everyone saw the
report on our successful National Reunion
in Vicksburg. The national awards
program made me especially proud to
represent the California Division. We had
9 members from California in attendance,
the most ever I believe. If you have never

attended a national convention, be sure
and make plans; you won’t be
disappointed.
I want to thank Commander Jon Fowler
for representing the California Division
during the annual UDC convention held
in Bakersfield. One of the attendees told
me how impressed she was with Jon’s
presentation and the emotion he put into
his delivery. I also heard, that the ladies
were quite attracted to Jon being in
uniform and many wanted their picture
taken alongside of him.
Of our 12 camps in California, Fresno and
San Diego lead us in the CHARGE. Inland
Empire, Orange County, and Sacramento
are right on their heels and Los Angeles is
getting back into regular meetings with
their new Commander John Roberts and
Adjutant Vern Padgett. Special THANKS
goes to our most active camps.

I appointed Past Division and Past Camp
Cmdr., Mr. Steve Smith as our Division
Heritage Officer. His passion for setting
history straight to the average person is
quite evident. I spent some time with
Steve at Vicksburg talking specifically
about our new heritage operations
committee at headquarters. I believe
Steve understands we are limited by law
and common sense when defending our
heritage. Not every case is going to be a
win, but we have a duty to at least
respond and explain our position. I trust
Steve will enjoy getting more involved and
help our division and organization in the
process. His first goal will be to write to
the Museum of the Confederacy in
Richmond and present our thoughts and
maybe suggest new ideas. (Any of our
members can write a letter to the MOC,
just be professional, and copy your
commander and/or me.)
I also appointed Past ATM Cmdr., Past
Division Cmdr., and current Cmdr. of
Camp 1804, Fresno as our Northern
California Brigade Cmdr. Please tell
Chuck Norred how much we appreciate
his dedication and willingness to lead the
Northern California Division. Chuck has
been reaching out to all the camps of
Northern California and including them
on his e.mail lists. He has attended
various SCV meetings outside his home
turf and takes a special interest in the
well-being of all Northern California
Camps. Considering he is doing the work
of a Brigade Commander already, I feel as
though he deserves the title. Thank-You
Chuck for accepting the position. ThankYou for all you do!
The California Division has started a
FUND RAISER for the Elm Springs, TN
museum. Several members have donated
$100 each, as have several camps. As a
Camp Commander, please present a
motion to your camp to either conduct a
fund raiser locally, or make a pledge to
donate whatever you can afford to this
noble project. Our goal is to cut a check to
headquarters during our 2014 National

Reunion in Charleston, SC. Send your
donation to our Division Adjutant, Vern
Padgett and earmark the check for the
Elm Springs Museum. The ongoing
project is something very important to our
future and our heritage, so please make a
pledge to donate and recruit others in
your camp to participate. Without us and
our pro-activity who knows what will
happen to our artifacts, our heritage and
the things that are important to us. The
whole museum industry is fragile within
itself, so we have a direct need to get
involved and ensure that our organization
does something about this and secures for
us a place where we can accumulate our
relics and more. Please….join me in this
project!
We have set the date for next year’s
California Division Convention &
Reunion. Mark your calendars for March
21 – 23, 2014. More information such as
the hotel and registration will follow later
in the year. We are looking for a hotel
somewhere between Bakersfield and
Fresno, in an effort to move our location
around north and south each year.
For next year’s National Convention &
Reunion, be sure and check out
www.scv.org and find the link to
Charleston, SC, 2014. Remember, you
need to reserve a room first and as soon
as possible. Later, you’ll need to send in
your registration form with a check.
Finally, you’ll need to reserve a flight and
possibly rent a car.
Recently, in Tucson, AZ a seminar was
conducted by the Arizona Division SCV.
They provided Dr. Hiter as their speaker
and teacher and I know from listening to
him speak, he is very inspirational and
motivating. Unfortunately, several of our
members who considered attending could
not make the event. However, I heard
there is a DVD produced of the event and
once I have control over that, I’ll try to
ensure that every Commander gets a copy
and shares with their camps.

CIC Michael Givens issued out a directive
to all camps with an advertisement to
publish in local media sources. This was
e.mailed out on Tuesday, September 24th
to all our Division Commanders and
Adjutants. Almost immediately, we got a
question of who will pay for this, and it is
a legitimate question. I’m hoping that
every camp will evaluate their own
opportunities locally and make it happen
by their own members. However, some
camps cannot afford much of anything.
Maybe we can pool our resources together
and pay for one big advertisement in a
larger publication, such as the LA Times
or OC Register. This will be a topic of
discussion over the next month or so.
Deo Vindice,
Farrell Cooley
Commander

~~~

It has not seemed the whole truth to
me that the Confederate soldier went
into battle to vindicate a constitutional
argument. He went to war because he
loved his people, because his country
was invaded, because his heart was
throbbing for his hearthstone. Here
was the land which gave him birth; here
was his childhood’s home; here were the
graves of his dead; here was the church
spire where he had learned it was not
all of life to live nor all of death to die
No hostile foot soldier should ever
tread this consecrated ground except
over his dead body.
Gen. Stephen Dill Lee
1833 – 1908
~~~

Letter to Museum of Confederacy
Richmond, VA
By: Commander Allen Davis
Dear Mr. Thompson, Mr. Moffatt and Hon. Mr.
Balfour:
I am writing to you in response to
information I received today regarding the
Museum of the Confederacy in Richmond,
VA. If the information I received is true, then
it is possible that the tremendous collection
of Confederate memorabilia, artifacts, etc.
that is currently housed in the Museum of the
Confederacy is at risk of being broken up and
distributed to various other sites that have, to
date, shown themselves to be less than
friendly toward the Confederacy and its
history.
I have documented some 53 ancestors who
fought in the Civil War, with 28 having
served in the Confederate Army and 25
having served in the Union Army. My aim is
to honor the memory of all of my Civil War
ancestors as best as I am able. On the
Confederate side, my GG Grandfather, Wiley
J. Myers, served in Company H, First
Arkansas Mounted Rifles and received
wounds on Dec. 31, 1862 at Murfreesboro,
TN; Sep 20, 1863 at Chickamauga, GA and
May 14, 1864 at Resaca, GA. My GGGG
Grandfather, Jesse Capshaw, served in
Company H, 19th Arkansas Infantry and was
mortally wounded at Corinth, MS on Oct 4,
1862. Another GGGG Grandfather, Joel
Coffee, served in Company B, 12th Alabama
Infantry and received a wound on Sep 17,
1862 at Sharpsburg.
These are just a few of my ancestors...I also
had a GGG Grand Uncle, Jefferson R.
Huckaby, who died Aug 10, 1863 in Mobile,
AL following the Confederate capitulation at
Vicksburg, MS on July 4, 1863. The list goes
on.
I am just one person, and perhaps my voice is
lost in the vastness of other voices clamoring
for the redistribution of the artifacts in the

Museum of the Confederacy, but maybe, like
that little "Who" in the Dr. Seuss classic,
Horton Hears a Who, my little voice is the
one needed to cause someone to listen. I can
only hope this to be true. I have no artifacts,
diaries, letters, or pictures of my ancestors
who served the Confederacy so faithfully. I,
like so many others, must rely on museums to
tell their story.
It is my understanding that the Museum of the
Confederacy holds the greatest collection of
my ancestor's history now in existence. I may
never have the opportunity to personally visit
the Museum, but I desire with all my heart for
others to have that opportunity.
Please, Gentlemen, do all within your power
to keep the collection in the Museum of the
Confederacy and to preserve the White House
of the Confederacy intact. We must not, we
cannot, lose the history that those veterans
sought to preserve when they and their family
members donated those invaluable treasures
which you now hold within your power.
Thank you for considering my earnest plea.
Humbly,
Allen R. Davis
Commander,
Gen. George Blake Cosby, Camp 1627
Sons of Confederate Veterans
Sr. Vice Commander
Col. Elmer Ellsworth, Camp 23
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
~~~
Loving your Enemies
By: Ernie Powell
California Division Chaplain
In an old Jewish folk tale, when Pharaoh’s
army was drowned and the Hebrews were
celebrating, God asked “Why do you rejoice?
My children lie beneath the waves.”
In the gospel of Matthew, Jesus spoke these
words: “Ye have heard that it hath been said,

Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine
enemy. But I say unto you, Love your
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good
to them that hate you, and pray for them
which despitefully use you and persecute
you; That ye may be the children of your
Father which is in heaven: for He maketh His
sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.”
How do we reconcile these words with our
history? Our country was born in blood,
tempered and hardened in the furnace of
war. War is one of the saddest
consequences of mankind’s falI, and though
I’m not wise, I think that there are times
when deadly force is needed to stop greater
evil from happening. But even when
necessity requires us to kill our enemies,
we’re not allowed to hate them. God is love,
and there’s no place in heaven for hatred –
or haters.
So what does it mean to “love” your
enemies?
The Greeks had four words for love: The first
is “storge (στοργή)” which is fondness
through familiarity (a brotherly love),
especially between family members or
people who find themselves together by
chance. The second is “eros (ἔρως)” which is
that powerful emotion we feel when we ‘fall
in love’ with someone. The third is “phileo
(φιλία)”, the love between friends, a bond
that exists between people who share
common interests. The fourth is “agape
(ἀγάπη)” or charity, an unconditional love
that asks nothing in return.
This is the love that defines God. Man’s pride
and self-love caused him to sin; but Christ’s
agape love caused Him to die for our sins.
This is the love that Christ was talking about
when He told His followers to “love one
another”, but even after He rose from the
dead, his friends found this difficult to
understand. Three times, Jesus asked Peter
if he loved (agapeo) Him, and three times
Peter replied that he loved (phileo) Him. It
wasn’t until Peter received the Holy Spirit
that he understood the fullness of God’s
boundless and eternal love. Agape love is
the most difficult love to practice, because it
doesn’t depend on affection, or attraction or
friendship. Nothing in our experience

prepares us to bestow agape love – it comes
directly from God.
To love your enemy doesn’t mean you have
to like him; but you do have to recognize him
as a fellow human made “in the image and
likeness of God”. You are commanded to
love him because God loves him, and sent
His Son to die for him, and desires him to
spend eternity united with Him and with you.
General Lee recognized this when he wrote
“I have fought against the people of the
North because I believed they were seeking
to wrest from the South its dearest rights. But
I have never cherished toward them bitter or
vindictive feelings, and have never seen the
day when I did not pray for them.”
May God Bless and Keep you all.

~~~
A Word from John Bell Hood
Camp 1208, Los Angeles
We have been meeting at John Roberts’s
home in Whittier, three times so far this year.
Our next meeting, on the 5th of October, will
be at Mike Wright’s home in Los Angeles,
where Prof. Jim Stanbery will dazzle us once
again with his perceptive analyses of key
Confederate strategies. We are looking
forward to his two presentations the
following month on board ship with the West
Coast Civil War Conference Cruise. Check
out details at http://civilwarcruise.org/ and
please consider joining us!
We followed Commander Cooley’s request
to support our local communities. Our camp
is now a supporting member of the Whittier
Historical Society.
At our last meeting, we brought up an old
issue: Placing a plaque at Pioneer Park. The
plaque would honor the Confederates who
trained there in Fall of 1861. There are 10 or
so locations in California where we know
that Confederates were active in the War
between the States-- see California in the
War for Southern Independence by Laurence
F. Talbott.

Some of you may recall how Dr. Ro King,
Camp Commander of 1208 years ago,
worked to place this plaque. I remember
when we joined the El Monte Historical
Society. And we met at that park many
times! I took fried chicken, apple juice,
corn, and rolls, and served picnic lunch to
everyone, at the October meetings year after
year. Then we would walk along the river
bank. The special thing about this location,
unlike the other 10 or so, is that this one is
the only place where we can stand on ground
where we are sure that Confederates served.
You can’t do that in Glendale (founded by a
Confederate officer) because that location is
now a parking garage. You cannot do it at
Fort Tejon, because we don’t know exactly
where the Confederates were.
And, you cannot do it at any other California
location because we cannot literally stand on
one spot and say here is where it happened.
But at Pioneer Park in El Monte, we can do
just that. We can walk over to the river bank
and stand on that ground and say here is
where Confederate Cavalry trained in the
Fall of 1861, before they escorted General
Albert Sidney Johnston back South.
Our efforts to commemorate that location
with a plaque came to nothing. Apparently,
the members of the governing board of the
El Monte Historical Society were not
amenable to honoring Confederate
servicemen.
Move forward 10 years or so to our last
meeting. John Roberts suggested an
interesting strategy: We form a camp of the
Sons of Union Veterans, as we all have some
Yankee ancestors. Then we propose from
this SUV Camp, to the El Monte folk, that
we honor our Civil War ancestors with this
plaque!
Not long after that meeting, I found myself at
the Alta Dena Memorial Service, and there
was Nicholas D. Smith, the commander of a
Sons of Union Veterans Camp, Los Angeles.
There is of course already a camp in our area

for Yankee descendants. I spoke with him
for a few minutes about the idea of the
plaque, and he said let’s do it together. So
that’s what our camp will be doing now:
Working with our Sons of Union Veterans
brothers.
Vern Padgett
Adjutant
~~~
Inland Empire Camp 1742
Chaplain
Russell Farmer

Orange County Camp 1770
We are proud to report having a strong and
growing camp. For our last meeting, Reverend
Danny Fuson Bar.B.Q.’d 2 pork roasts for over
10 hours and the rest of us brought pot luck
dishes. Man 0’ Man did we eat well. Our
attendance was significant with about 19
persons and several awards were handed out,
including some souvenirs from Vicksburg, MS.
As Commander, I wanted to acknowledge not
only those who’ve donated their time and
effort, but also those who donated financially
to the camp’s treasury. At this meeting, Philip
Forbes was awarded his Lifetime Membership
Certificate as well.

Thomas J. Jackson was opposed to
secession, but when Virginia voted to
secede, Jackson offered his services to
Virginia. This was after Lincoln had
called for 75,000 volunteers to force
the seceding states back into the Union.
At the same time Col. Jackson (before
he was named Stonewall) believed that
the whole issue had to do with honor and
freedom.

For the Huntington Beach Reenactment we set
up 3 pop ups, with tables and chairs. On one
side we had the Mechanized Cavalry with Cmdr.
John Roberts (Los Angeles) and our member
Steven Knowles manning the table for both
days. On the other side, we had for the first
time in a long time, the UDC Emma Sansom
Chapter President, Rhobie Reed-Curtis and her
daughter. Down the sidewalk and past several
more nonprofit tables, Mike Climo from Camp
1742 had his table and H. L. Hunley display all
set up.

These were his words: "What is life
without honor? Degradation is worse
than death. We must think of the living
and of those who are to come after us,
and see that by God's blessing we
transmit to them the freedom we have
ourselves inherited."

Special thanks for Danny Fuson who helped me
set up on Friday and take down late Sunday. For
our table, we had numerous members stop by
and help out. Thanks to Don Sullivent who
carried most of the day on Saturday, along with
Charles Smith and Danny Fuson. On Sunday, we
had Lt. Cmdr. Scott Price, Charles Smith, Danny
Fuson and myself manning the table all day. Ray
Evans stopped by for a while. Also, Justin
Pederson and Richard Testerman, both
reenactors stopped by to show their support.
Testerman is from the Long Beach camp and he
gave me $20 out of his pocket for the Elm
Springs Museum Fund Raiser. Thank-You
Richard, your money was given to our Division
Adjutant Vern Padgett immediately following
the event. Michael Moore one of our members
from when the camp was chartered also
stopped by to visit with us, and threatened to
transfer back to the Orange County Camp;-) I’m

"A good man leaveth an inheritance to
his children's children" Proverbs 13:23a
(KJV). Inheritance meaning infinitely
more than mere material goods.
Father, help us to pass on to those who
come after us an inheritance of
character, truth, and righteousness that
points them to you.

being funny Michael… you’re more than welcome
to return to our camp.
New member Charles Smith is a retired peace
officer and helped us for both days at the
Huntington Beach Reenactment. Our camp is
becoming known for retired law enforcement
officers. Consider Don Sullivent, Danny Fuson
and Philip Forbes are also retired peace
officers. To these men of character and honor,
it is our pleasure to have their membership in
camp 1770.
Justin’s father, Jim Pederson joined our camp
as a ‘Friend of the SCV’. He handed me a check
during the H.B. Reenactment. At our next
meeting on October 27th, we’ll award Charles
and Jim their certificates and officially
welcome them into the SCV.
Camp 1770 is in the process of collecting
canned food for the homeless. Our next
collection point will be for our meeting on Oct.
27th. We welcome any and all SCV members
from surrounding camps to join us in fellowship,
meeting and donating to the food drive. I’ll see
y’all at the Marie Calender’s of Santa Ana at
1:00 pm, Sunday October 27th. We’ll have lunch,
meet and make more plans for our future.
Veteran’s Day we meet at our Confederate
Monument for prayer and readings. We’ll do
lunch afterwards. Also, we’ll collect toys and
new clothing for the needed children of
Orangewood Children’s home at ourto be
determined Christmas Pot Luck.
Of great importance and demonstrates the
need for good PR and interpersonal
relationships is an event that happened at H.B.,
that I’d like to share with y’all. Basically, our
camp donates $50 to the H.B. Historical
Society every year prior to the reenactment.
Over the years, I’ve made acquaintances with
the organizers of the H.B. Historical Society. I
was not able to show up on Saturday, only
Friday set up and Sunday and we had many
people in and out of our 3 pops ups over the
course of the weekend. Well, on Sunday a
gentleman approached me while I sat at our
SCV table. He asked me if I’d like to have an

old book that was missing the front and back
covers but still had the edged binder intact but
barely readable. Of course, I looked at it and
said, yes, thank you very much. Then he said, I
know Kelly Rivers from the H.B. Historical
Society and I’ve worked with her for many
years. Then he handed me his business card
that showed he was from the H.B. City Clerk’s
office and was the City Historian.
I thanked him for the gift, but wondered why
me? Was it Kelly or her son Darrell who
suggested this or did he know my position; who
knows? I didn’t realize it at the time he gave it
to me, just how important this book was. After
some digging, I found this was written by the
Vice President of the Confederacy in 1867,
Alexander Stephens of Georgia. The title is;
The War Between the States, Volume 1.
Wow, how cool is that?
Having good working relationships with our
friends and contacts sure can pay off in
unexpected ways.
Farrell Cooley
Commander / Adjutant

~~~
Camp 1804 Fresno
By: Commander Chuck Norred
Gentlemen:
First I want to thank a few of you
personally who have strived to make our
Camp the Camp that it is. (“Camp of the
Year” ed.)
1- Thank you to all you guys who travel
as far as you do to make a Camp
meeting- Some as far as Vacaville, Paso
Robles, Atascadero, Oakhurst,
Coarsegold, Chowchilla, Merced, Visalia,
Tulare, Hanford, Lemoore, Reedley,
Madera, Raymond, Kingsburg, etc..
2- Thank you to all of you who seem to
always be making some type of
contribution towards the Camp. It's not

always in money - Compatriot Ed Bates
donated a Confederate Navel Jack Flag
yesterday, Stan Hall has a donation I
have not had time to stop by and pick up
yet (sorry!) Stan gave us our light switch
covers. A great surprise was that I
learned Compatriot Tom Bolton has been
donating back to the Camp the cost of
Camp T-Shirts we have been ordering.
3- I want to personally thank
Compatriot Tom Bolton for the neck
ribbons he gave me so I can sport some
of my UCV medals. I have already placed
them and they look very awesome!
4- Thank you Compatriot Richard Kline
for the books you gave me. They are
awesome! And, thank you for the redonation of the marker flag of which we
will fly proudly.
5- Thank you Compatriot Bill Lee for
the information I needed on Captain
Ryan. App is filled out and ready to go
except for picture. And thank you for
checking up on the monuments at Mt.
View.
6- Thank you Compatriot Louis Le
Grand for your donation of the indoor
Camp Flag pole and stand. It is
beautiful!!!
7- Thank you Compatriot Zac Gerardi
for bringing a guest. I hope Allen signs
up with us. Also what a great idea of a
quilt for a raffle.
8- Thank you to you fellas who have
strived to help me keep our Camp
Ancestor's list growing. Bruce Horne
added a nice list at the August meeting
and got a couple others yesterday.
Your History is Camp 1804’s History...
Regular Business
--Camp 2023 of Modesto has lost fellow
Compatriot Robert Sullivan of Sonora,
Ca. Please place him and his family in
your prayers. I will send a card.
--Please keep in your thoughts and
prayers members of our own Camp who

are struggling and has been struggling
through some very rough times. I will not
mention any names but please know our
thoughts and prayers are with you.
--Pearl Harbor Day. This evening I have a
commitment from a Philippine who is
willing to speak on the responsibilities of
the Philippine soldiers. He has awesome
photos of guns and battle areas to share.
I also talked to a survivor of the
Japanese Death March and of Batoon
who is willing to speak to us. This is
awesome. What a perfect day to have
such speakers on WWII. I even have a
diary my uncle did during the death
march and at Batoon where he stayed
that I will put on display. We have
Compatriot Ed Bates who could stick in
there for a couple of minutes to speak
about aircraft and his assignments up
Alaska way. Hopefully he will let me
place an area just for all his pictures on
display..
--We should invite retired Grunt, Steve
Smith up for a documentary on the
attack. How about it Steve. Speak on
aircraft and decipher to us the difference
in war planes and reconnaissance
planes.
--I will get a large overhead for this event.
September 14th Meeting Business--If the VA does not approve the stone for
Captain Ryan we have agreed to
purchase and place it ourselves. I have
filled out the app and it will be in the
mail tomorrow. Tim has the information
from the local stone maker. So one way
or another it is set in stone and a marker
will be made for Captain Ryan and
placed by Confederate Memorial Day in
April.
--Will do the Bean Jar once again at
Kearney! Book donations for raffles.
Please bring donations to the October
meeting one week before Kearney.
--Will do a moderate but very nice
National Memorial Day at Mt. View. Place
a large emphasis on Confederate
Memorial Day in April! When did we ever
do anything moderate? LOL We have
always been large scale. Get ready for the
"Wild Horse Ride!"

--Compatriot Ken O'Rand had back
surgery. Get better Ken as we need you!
--60 new Confederate Flags have arrived.
The Jubal Early SCV Camp 1691 in
Virginia threw a large Hardee flag in as a
donation! Thank you Compatriot &
Commander Andy Jackson for working
with us.
--Have received the pin information from
Tom Bolton and will share it with the
Division officers. Would make a great
Division project as well as a Camp 1804
project.
--Takers on the Breakfast Club meeting
and some Black Powder shooting. I'll find
a date for us. You Modesto and San Jose
guys would like this event. Come join us.
--Anyone who would like to travel to San
Diego for the Camp 302 Turkey shoot
(Black Powder) let me know.
--Gina is arranging for the Disabled
Veterans talk as well the project with the
Homeless Veterans food drive. We also
will be visiting the in house Veterans off
Clinton this Fall but the date is not in
concrete as of yet.
--Date needed for the Tipton service
--Raymond Parade this Fall. Let's put a
show of color for them
Important Dates!!!! Some of these dates
and times are subject to change!!!
October 12, 2013 is our next Camp
meeting basically to discuss
responsibilities at the Kearney
Reenactment the following week. Bring
donations for Kearney raffles.
October 18, 19, & 20th is the Kearney
Reenactment. Chuck and Bill will open
up mornings and Tom and Zac will shut
down in the afternoon/evening. Even
though we have a number of folks signed
up to work please feel free to step in for a
while so the same folks are not running
the booth all day and every day. Friday is
Educational Day! Saturday and Sunday
we should have booth set up by 9:30 am.
We’ll close down after the last battles of
the day.
November 11, 2013 will be the Fresno
Veteran's Parade

November 16, 2013 will be our Camp
meeting at the Fresno County Library at
1:00 pm.
December 7, 2013 (Pearl Harbor Day)
will be our Christmas Social and a great
day to honor our Veterans. 2:30 pm at
Yosemite Falls Restaurant on Ashland
Ave.
January 18, 2014 First of the year
meeting to honor Confederate Birthdays.
At the Fresno County Library at 1:00 pm.
(Lee/Jackson) Sounds good enough for a
cake!
March 1-2, 2014 Mooney Reenactment
in Visalia. Recruiting Booth to be opened
at 9:30 am until after the last battles of
the day. Battles and times to be
announced later!
March 22, 2014 @ 11:00 am – 5:00 pm
Knight’s Ferry Reenactment Recruiting
Booth
March 21-23 Division Reunion
April 19, 2014 Recruiting Booth at the
Mariposa Reenactment. 9:00am to open.
April 19, 2014 Raymond Parade prior
to Reenactment
April 26, 2014 Confederate Memorial
Day at the Captain Ryan location in
Fresno. 2:00 pm
May 17, 2014 Chowchilla Parade
May 26, 2014 National Memorial Day
at Mt. View Cemetery. We decided to fly
flags of all the military branches
including the third National to honor
Confederate Veterans on the same day.
We will have the 4" X 6" flags for roll call
and will mark Confederate and Union
grave-sites. I will try to get scouts for
both Memorial Days.
Thanks Fellas! I know I have forgotten a
few things here! If I have let me know
and I will pass it along!
God Bless,

Chuck
All who are determined not to be subject
to our enemies, who cannot consent to
take by the hand of the desolators of our
homes, the murderers of our brothers,
our fathers, our sons, and our comrades
... are invited to assemble for the purpose
of organizing to seek new homes on
another soil....Many of our people, who
desire to do so, will be unable to
accompany us. Let us go and prepare a
home for them.
Col. George Flournoy

~~~
THE TYPICAL CONFEDERATE SOLDIER
G.H. Baskett, Nashville, Tenn.
Nearly thirty-three years have passed since
the alarm of war called from their peaceful
pursuits the citizens who were to make name
and fame as Confederate soldiers. The stirring
scenes and the dreadful carnage of a
memorable conflict have been removed by
the lapse of time into the hazy past, and a
new generation, however ready it may be to
honor those who fought the battles of the
South, is likely to form its idea of their
appearance from the conventional military
type. The Confederate soldier was not an
ordinary soldier, either in appearance or
character. With your permission I will
undertake to draw a portrait of him as he
really appeared in the hard service of
privation and danger.
A face browned by exposure and heavily
bearded, or for some weeks unshaven,
begrimed with dust and sweat, and marked
here and there by the darker stains of
powder - a face whose stolid and even
melancholy composure is easily broken into
ripples of good humor or quickly flushed in
the fervor and abandon of the charge; a
frame tough and sinewy, and trained by
hardship to surprising powers of endurance; a
form, the shapeliness of which is hidden by

its encumberments, suggesting in its careless
and unaffected pose a languorous
indisposition to exertion, yet a latent, lion-like
strength and a terrible energy of action when
aroused. Around the upper part of the face is
a fringe of unkempt hair, and above this an
old wool hat, worn and weather-beaten, the
flaccid brim of which falls limp upon the
shoulders behind, and is folded back in front
against the elongated and crumpled crown.
Over a soiled, which is unbuttoned and
button less at the collar, is a ragged grey
jacket that does not reach to the hips, with
sleeves some inches too short. Below this,
trousers of a nondescript color, without form
and almost void, are held in place by a leather
belt, to which is attached the cartridge box
that rests behind the right hip, and the
bayonet scabbard which dangles on the left.
Just above the ankles each trouser leg
is tied closely to the limb – a la Zouave - and
beneath reaches of dirty socks disappear in a
pair of badly used and curiously contorted
shoes. Between the jacket and the waistband
of the trousers, or the supporting belt, there
appears a puffy display of cotton shirt which
works out further with every hitch made by
Johnny in his effort to keep his pantaloons in
place. Across his body from his left shoulder
there is a roll of threadbare blanket, the ends
tied together resting on or falling below the
right hip. This blanket is Johnny's bed.
Whenever he arises he takes up his bed and
walks. Within this roll is a shirt, his only extra
article of clothing. In action the blanket roll is
thrown further back, and the cartridge is
drawn forward, frequently in front of the
body. From the right shoulder, across the
body pass two straps, one cloth the other
leather, making a cross with blanket roll on
breast and back. These straps support
respectively a greasy cloth haversack and a
flannel-covered canteen, captured from the
Yankees. Attached to the haversack strap is a
tin cup, while in addition to some odds and
ends of camp trumpery, there hangs over his
back a frying pan, an invaluable utensil with
which the soldier would be loth to part.

With his trusty gun in hand - an Enfield
rifle, also captured from the enemy and
substituted for the old flintlock musket or the
shotgun with which he was originally armed Johnny reb, thus imperfectly sketched, stands
in his shreds and patches a marvelous
ensemble - picturesque, grotesque, unique the model citizen soldier, the military hero of
the nineteenth century. There is none of the
tinsel or trappings of the professional about
him. From an esthetic military point of view
he must appear a sorry looking soldier. But
Johnny is not one of your dress parade
soldiers. He doesn't care a copper whether
anybody likes his looks or not. He is the most
independent soldier that ever belonged to an
organized army. He has respect for authority,
and he cheerfully submits to discipline,
because he sees the necessity of organization
to affect the best results, but he maintains his
individual autonomy, as it were, and never
surrenders his sense of personal pride and
responsibility. He is thoroughly tractable, if
properly officered, and is always ready to
obey necessary orders, but he is quick to
resent any official incivility, and is a high
private who feels, and is, every inch as good
as a general. He may appear ludicrous
enough on a display occasion of the holiday
pomp and splendor of war, but place him
where duty calls, in the imminent deadly
breach or the perilous charge, and none in all
the armies of the earth can claim a higher
rank or prouder record. He may be outré and
ill-fashioned in dress, but he has sublimated
his poverty and rags. The worn and faded
grey jacket, glorified by valor and stained
with the life blood of its wearer, becomes, in
its immortality of association, a more
splendid vestment than mail of medieval
knight or the rarest robe of royalty. That old,
weather-beaten slouch hat, seen as the ages
will see it, with its halo of fire, through the
smoke of battle, is a kinglier covering than a
crown. Half clad, half armed, often half fed,
without money and without price, the
Confederate soldier fought against the
resources of the world. When at last his flag

was furled and his arms were grounded in
defeat, the cause for which he had struggled
was lost, but he had won the faceless victory
of soldiership.
Confederate Veteran, Vol. I, No. 12, Nashville,
Tenn., December 1893. TQR
~~~
In Defense of Nathan Bedford Forest
By: Mike Climo ~ CA Div. Web Master
Written for the Riverside Examiner
Nathan Bedford Forrest remains known
largely for three things – his talent and
daring on the battlefield, the Fort Pillow
“Massacre” and his role in the Ku Klux Klan.
His military skills have earned him grudging
respect by even the most ardent Yankee,
but he is otherwise scorned as an
unrepentant racist and murderer. But
Forrest was not the one-dimensional villain
that many uninformed people portray him
to be.
Nathan Bedford Forrest: The Slave
Trader
Forrest is often reviled for his pre-war
activity of trading slaves, and it’s true that
not only was he a slave trader, he was quite
successful at it. But by no means was he
alone. U.S. senator James DeWolf of
Bristol, Rhode Island was the most
successful slave-trader in American history
and he was responsible for transporting at
least 10,000 Africans to the Americas.
DeWolf curried favor with President
Thomas Jefferson in order to continue in
the trade long after it was outlawed. When
DeWolf died in 1837 he was a multimillionaire and considered the secondrichest man in America.

In contrast, when Forrest enlisted in the
Confederate Army in 1861, Forrest was
worth roughly 1.5 million dollars. But unlike
many of his contemporaries, Forrest never
lost sight of the fact that he was dealing
with people. Although it is probably safe to
assume that he never considered blacks his
equals he still followed a strict rule to
never buy or sell a slave it if would break
up a family. He would also reunite broken
families by buying the individual members
and then selling them as a family unit.
Forrest was also determined that slaves
should be treated humanely. He had a list
of men that he refused to sell slaves to
because they were known as cruel masters.
Forrest also allowed newly purchased
slaves a measure of self-determination
that was unheard of in that day and age.
He would give the slave a pass to move
about town with the instructions to “find
the man you would like to be your master,
and I will then sell you to that man.”
Nathan Bedford Forrest: The Slave
Owner
It would seem that Forrest was wellregarded by his own slaves as well. When
he formed his own cavalry unit, he offered
his male slaves the opportunity to ride with
him and fight for the Confederacy. In
return, if they served honorably, they
would be given their freedom at war’s end,
win or lose. Forty-five men accepted the
offer, and 44 stayed with him through the
end of the war. In 1863, well before the
end of the war, Forrest drew up the papers
freeing them all.
Of these 45 newly freed men, 44 stayed
with him and continued to serve in the
Confederate Army until the end of the war.
The one other man returned home to nurse
his dying wife. In 1876, Forrest wrote,
“Those boys stayed with me…and better

Confederates did not live…those among us
during the war behaved in such a manner
that I shall always respect them for it.”
Throughout his writings, even in personal
letters, Forrest consistently referred to
slaves or free man as ‘colored’ or ‘black,’
which were the politically correct terms of
his times.
Nathan Bedford Forrest: The Fort Pillow
Incident
Recently, Glenn Beck and David Barton
made statements on Beck’s program about
Nathan Bedford Forrest that were
completely inaccurate. Beck held up a
sword that belonged to Forrest, that
Barton claims was used at Fort Pillow to
skin black Union soldiers alive. This is
nothing more than false conjecture that
has reached reprehensible levels over time.
Fort Pillow was indeed a vicious battle, but
the truth was clearly not presented by
Beck and Barton. Perhaps they should
actually read the U.S. Congressional inquiry
into the matter.
Only two weeks after the battle the
inquiry could not conclusively determine
exactly what happened. Both sides failed to
control the action, and only Forrest’s
direct, personal intervention to stop the
shooting saved many of the Union
defenders left standing on the beach. Not
satisfied with this Congressional inquiry,
Union General William T. Sherman convened
a not-so-impartial inquiry. He openly stated
that he would try and convict General
Forrest. However, Sherman’s inquiry also
ended without substantive evidence to find
Forrest culpable. However, if this actual
record does not meet with your
satisfaction perhaps Lt. Col. Edwin L.
Kennedy, Jr., Assistant Professor,
Department of Command and Leadership,

Redstone Arsenal, Alabama review of the
events at Fort Pillow will:
http://www.armchairgeneral.com/nathanbedford-forrest-and-the-battle-of-fortpillow-1864.htm.
With this evidence at hand, to you Mr.
Beck and Mr. Barton I say this: You said it,
now you prove it!
Nathan Bedford Forrest: The White
Knights
To some extent, Forrest’s association with
the Klu Klux Klan has been exaggerated
over the years. True, in 1865 he helped
form the Knights of the White Camellia,
but Forrest’s Knights differed greatly
from the modern image of the Klan. Today’s
Klan would find the founding members of
the White Knights highly objectionable
because several of these former
Confederate officers were Jewish.
Forrest’s original vision was of a political
and fraternal group, and the goal was to
fight the excesses of the Freedman’s
Bureau and the Federal occupation troops.
That intent obviously became badly warped
even early on, and some members adopted a
violent approach. When these members
refused to stop what amounted to
terrorism or to give up wearing masks,
Forrest asked for the group to disband and
renounced his association with them.
The modern Klan that we know actually
dates back less than 100 years. Founded in
Gary, Indiana, in 1915, the Klan may claim
they are the legacy of Forrest’s Knights of
the White Camellia, but their philosophies
and practices bear little resemblance to
the views actually held by Forrest himself.
In 1871 a Congressional committee
composed of Radical Republicans
investigated the Klan, its origins, its
activities and the possible involvement of

former Confederate leaders. They had the
current facts at-hand and the men they
were investigating testified before them.
Among those compelled to testify was
Forrest. The Committee, which would have
liked nothing better than to be able to
charge and try Forrest, concluded in its
official findings that Forrest did not found
the Klan, was not the Klan's leader, did not
advise the Klan and instead worked only to
have the Klan disband.
See "The reports of Committees, House of
Representatives, second session, fortysecond congress," P. 7-449. Again with this
evidence at hand I say to all of you
disbelievers, prove it otherwise.
Nathan Bedford Forrest: After the War
Both Forrest’s public speeches and private
writings spoke of peace and reconciliation.
This began as early as his farewell address
to his troops in 1865. He explained,
“Reason dictates and humanity demands
that no more blood to be shed. Fully
realizing and feeling that such is the case,
it is your duty and mine to lay down our
arms, submit to the powers that be, and to
aid in restoring peace and establishing law
and order throughout the land.”
He also instructed his men that “Civil war,
such as you have just passed through
naturally engenders feelings of animosity,
hatred and revenge. It is our duty to divest
ourselves of all such feelings; and as far as
it is in our power to do so, to cultivate
friendly feelings towards those with whom
we have so long contended…”
Forrest was invited to speak often in the
years following the war, and he encouraged
support for the U.S. government and
Constitution, and acceptance of free blacks
as political and legal equals. His last public
speech was in 1875 at a Fourth of July

BBQ held by the Independent Order of
Pole Bearers, an early black civil rights
organization in Memphis. Although many of
his white contemporaries urged him to
decline the invitation, Forrest ignored
their advice.
Speaking to the group, Forrest said, “I
came here with the jeers of some white
people, who think I am doing wrong. I
believe I can exert some influence…and
shall do all in my power to elevate every
man, to depress none. I want to elevate you
to take positions in law offices, in stores,
on farms, and wherever you are capable of
going.” He also encouraged them to vote,
saying “I don’t propose to say anything
about politics. You have a right to elect
whom you please; vote for the man you
think best, and I think, when that is done,
you and I are freemen. Do as you consider
right and honest in electing men for
office.”

Div. Chaplain Ernie Powell
Cmdr. Jim Stephens; Adjutant, Roy Adair
Camp 302, San Diego

While I do not claim that Nathan Bedford
Forrest was a saint and deserves
consideration as a civil rights pioneer, an
objective look at history shows that he was
a far more complicated man than is often
portrayed.

~~~

Camp 1804, Fresno

Hugh W. Henry (1831 – 1919)
CV Magazine, July, 1914

Probably not twenty percent of those serving in
the Confederate armies owned or ever expected
to own a slave. Some entire companies and
regiments came from sections of the country
where a negro was rarely seen, and they were
among our bravest and most faithful soldiers.
They fought against interference in the affairs of
their state, dictation by an alien people, invasion
and subjugation of their country, and against the
fear of equality in political and social affairs. Their
fighting blood was up, and they were ready to
fight it out at any cost.

Camp 1770, Orange County

Misc. Notes:
Camp 302 should offer information on our
division web site under their camp. Go to:
www.californiascv.org
You should be aware that every November
they conduct a Turkey Shoot with Black
Powder Muskets at a local shooting range in
the San Diego area. They create a
competition shooting event. I do not know
the exact date of this event. They give
away Turkeys for the winners. Though I’ve
never attended one of these events, it
sounds like a hoot. If you’re interested,
contact Commander Jim Stephens at
jtstephens@cox.net
~~~
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International Headquarters
Sons of Confederate Veterans
P.O. Box 59
Columbia, Tennessee 38402-0059
1-800-MY-DIXIE
Salute to the Confederate Flag:
I salute the Confederate flag with
affection, reverence and undying devotion
to the cause for which it stands.
Charge to the Sons of Confederate
Veterans
To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we
submit the vindication of the cause for
which we fought. To your strength will be
given the defense of the Confederate
soldier’s good name, the guardianship of his
history, the emulation of his virtues, the
perpetuation of the principles he loved;
which made him glorious and which you also
cherish. Remember, it is your duty to see
that the true history of the south is
presented to future generations.
General Stephen D. Lee

Soldier’s Rest / Confederate Dead
Vicksburg, MS

Made by the ladies of Vicksburg
Johnson Rebels, Co. I, 28th MS Cav.

